CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL (CPC) HELD AT
THE MORGAN CENTRE, WELLINGTON ROAD, CROWTHORNE ON TUESDAY
7 APRIL 2026 AT 7.30PM

Present:

Clir P Wood - in the Chair
Clir J Allen

Clir S Butterworth

Clir T Eberle

CliIr N Kilvert

Clir T McKenzie-Boyle
Clir Mrs G Robertson

Clir N Robertson

Clir E Storm

Clir R Wade

Mrs M Saville - Clerk

Mrs J Robertson - Assistant Clerk
2 members of the public

Apologies accepted: None. All Clirs were present.

Minute 746

Minute 747

Minute 748

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 March 2026 as
circulated, were taken as read, confirmed and signed by the Chair as a true
record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING HELD ON 3 MARCH 2026

1 Min 729.1 — Public Question Time - Hurst Lodge School change of use
application

This application is still showing as pending a decision on the BFC planning
portal. The Planning Officer has confirmed that the application was approved,
subject to a Section 106 agreement, with all parking and drop-off
arrangements to be accommodated within the school site. The Section 106
also secured a traffic regulation order to investigate the introduction of double
yellow lines on Upper Broadmoor Road.

2 Min 729.2 - Update from Clir Bidwell about banking and Post Office
Services in Crowthorne

The Cash Hub has now opened in its permanent location at the Co-op on
Crowthorne High Street. The ‘ribbon cutting’ ceremony was attended by
several CPC CllIrs, including the Chair and Vice Chair, the Clerk, Peter
Swallow MP, the proprietor and staff from the Cash Hub and the manager of
the Co-op. Social media posts following the event were well received by the
public. This item will be removed from future updates as has now concluded.
3 Min 729.3 — Revised depot site proposals for Phase 5C at Buckler’'s Park
An update has been received from the Principal Planning Officer at BFC
confirming that the applicant is still required to address a number of
outstanding highway concerns, and amended plans are awaited. Once these
matters have been resolved, the application will be reported to a Planning
Committee meeting, following advice from the Assistant Director for Planning.
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Minute 748 (cont)
4 Min 729.4 — Post Covid High Street, retail, and employment regeneration
in Crowthorne and Banner Flags
Members were advised of changes to shop units on the High Street.

The banner flags have been reinstalled following their removal for the
Christmas lights displays.

The summer order for the flower towers planting has been submitted with a
request for pink, orange and yellow flowers, including plants which attract
pollinators.

5 Min 729.5 — Crowthorne Policing

PCSO Kennedy visited the Parish Office, week commencing 23 March. A new
PCSO is joining the neighbourhood team later in the spring. Concerns with
parking close to junctions/on double yellow lines was discussed. The Police
are only able to ‘ticket’ if a vehicle is causing an obstruction/parked
dangerously.

The Have Your Say meetings at Costa, Co-op and Wildmoor Heath have been
well attended but Buckler's Park was noted to have poor engagement for Have
Your Say meetings run at the Hub/café. PCSO Kennedy noted that she has a
better response on walking Have Your Say style activities there. Dates of
forthcoming Have Your Say Meetings were shared.

A report from PC Tim Crossman, in readiness for the NAG meeting on 9 April,
was noted. There have been no changes to the reported Policing priorities in
Crowthorne since January 2026.

6 Min 729.6 — CROW Repair Café and planned activities

Crowthorne Repair Café continue their regular sessions on the last Saturday
of each month.

7 Min 729.7 — LESG Stakeholder’'s meeting

No further update.

8 Min 729.8 - Buckler’'s Park and Hub

Clir Allen reported that a complaint had been directed to him about a noisy
exercise class operating from the hub which he had forwarded to the director
of the hub.

9 Min 729.9 - Bank Reconciliation

Clir Allen undertakes a monthly review of the bank reconciliation. The
reconciliation is prepared by the Finance Officer and emailed to Clir Allen who
reviews it and responds to either approve or raise any queries. As ever, all
paperwork is available from the parish office should any other CliIr wish to
inspect it.

10 Min 729.10 - ClIr Surgery

Clirs McKenzie-Boyle and Kilvert hosted the surgery on 7 March 2026.

Clirs Storm and Wade are due to host the surgery on 4 April.

11 Min 729.11 — Staff leave and rota

Members were advised of annual leave/TOIL (time off in lieu) booked by staff
and updated on the work from home rota.

12 Min 729.12 - Youth Work

The Wayz continue to provide their regular detached visits at the Morgan Rec.
on Friday afternoons. They have been responsive to a request from Buckler's
Park Resident’s Association to visit the park by the Hub.
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Minute 748 (cont)
13 Min 729.13 — Pre-School extended day
The nursery has asked for permission to install a hose pipe on a roll by the
back entrance at the Parish Hall. The Clerk and Caretaker discussed the
request and have agreed to the request on the proviso it is only turned on as
needed and not left on at the wall on ‘standby’. The nursery are to pay for any
damage caused and to ‘make good’ any drill holes if/when they terminate their
hire agreement.

The installation of the solar panels has had to be carefully managed with the
nursery vacating the building on Friday morning in order that electrical works
in the building could be undertaken without the children on site.

14  Min 729.14 — Anti-social behaviour in parks - BFC and stakeholder
Teams meetings

The regular season of meetings for this group resumes on 7 April. The latest
edition of the Community Safety Partnership Newsletter has been received,
and relevant information will be shared via the NAG.

15 Min 729.15 — Bus petition

The 598 bus service linking the station with the High Street ends on 14 April.
16 Min 729.16 — Crowthorne Smiles

The Planning Officer has confirmed that the developer had submitted further
information assessing the use of the parking bays on Lower Broadmoor Road
and whether they could be used for parking connected to this proposal, as
opposed to the Morgan Centre car park (which they have been informed is not
to be used for survey purposes as it is owned by the Parish Council and not
available for residential parking). This additional information is now being
reviewed by BFC. Following this, the latest parking plans were reviewed and
an agreed response from CPC, objecting to the plans and recommending
refusal, was submitted by the Clerk under delated powers. Local businesses,
organisations and traders were also informed of the latest parking proposals
for the site.

17 Min 729.17 — Bank balances

CPC'’s bank balances on 7 April 2026:

- Current account: £5,000

- Deposit account: £391,709.98

- Fixed term deposit account (1 year to 3.3.2027): £300,000

18 Min 729.19 — Planning Liaison Meeting

Following the submission of various concerns by the parish and town clerks,
BFC convened an online session with the intended purpose of helping the
Clerks to search the new portal. Unfortunately, even during the session
further shortcomings with the system were discovered such as the inability to
search using a postcode in some sections of the portal. A member of the BFC
planning officer team had created some screen shots with instructions on how
to use the system and BFC have been asked to share the notes with Clerks
and the general public who are also struggling with the new planning portal.

BFC are compiling a list of the issues the Clerks have asked to be addressed
and it is hoped that via this mechanism, some issues may be fixed. The
Clerks were informed that the same system is being used by Wiltshire,
Reading and Milton Keynes. CVAG have also expressed concern about the
frustrations with the system.

Clir Tina McKenzie-Boyle has advised that she had met with Andrew Hunter to
raise concerns about the issues with the new portal.
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Minute 748 (cont)

19 Min 729.19 — BFC Biodiversity Group Meeting

The notes from the meeting on 19 March were circulated with papers for the

meeting.

20 Min 729.20 — Road Closures

The list of imminent local road closures was shared. The One Network

remains the most up to date source of information for current and planned

roadworks: Causeway one.network

21  Min 729.21 — Circle Hill and the Walter Recreation Ground Charity

An update was provided under the Senior Project, Events, Parks and

Countryside Officer’s report covered under minute number 760 below.

22 Min 729.22 — Council Matters — BFC Parish and Town Liaison (PTL)

The Clerk and CliIr Kilvert attended the Parish and Town Liaison meeting on

25 March. There was considerable discussion about the recent corporate

peer review and how communications between BFC and the various parishes

and towns could be improved. The Clerks fed back on the frustrations with the
new Planning Portal. An update was also provided by BFC on the latest

Mayoral Strategic Authority progress and the Clerks urged that BFC look to

other areas that are further progressed with devolution plans to see how a

planned strategic approach in consultation with the parishes, towns and

community with phased asset and service transfers has worked better. BFC
officers and members acknowledged that the recent requests for funding for
town centre events and bus services had not been co-ordinated and that in
future all such approaches to the parishes and towns will flow via Kevin Gibb
and Abi Thomas. Notes from the meeting will be shared in due course.

23 Min 729.23 — Consultations

1 SEND School: The update on the SEND school at Buckler’'s Park was

shared in a press release by BFC on 26 March, and circulated to CPC Clirs by

the Clerk stating that BFC has received confirmation that the Department for

Education (DfE) has accepted the request to pay for and build a new autism

school in the borough. BFC Officers have impressed on the DfE that the

school is urgently needed. The DfE will now work on revised timelines for
building the new school.

2 New consultations: Members were informed of the following live

consultations on the BFC consultation portal should CPC wish to submit

comments:

i. Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document (consultation
draft). Link to information about the consultation: Planning Obligations
Supplementary Planning Document (consultation draft) - Details -
Keyplan

i. Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Supplementary Planning Document
(consultation draft). The document will provide detailed guidance on how
to comply with biodiversity and green infrastructure policies in the
Development Plan to developers. Link to information about the
consultation: Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Supplementary
Planning Document (consultation draft) - Details - Keyplan
Clirs agreed to ask the Snr Projects Officer to review this SPD and
recommend comments.

iii. Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document. BFC is publishing a
draft Masterplan Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). Link to
information about the consultation: Masterplan Supplementary Planning
Document - Details - Keyplan
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Minute 748 (cont)

iv. South East Water Consultation. CPC has received an invitation to
participate in the South East Water's WRMP29 consultation looking at
the challenges and opportunities faced in the future to improve the
environment and water supply.

24 Min 729.24 — Solar tenders
Work has commenced on the installation of the solar panels and battery
storage at the Parish Hall. Further information was provided under minute
number 760 below.
25 Min 729.25 — Parish and Town Working Group - Climate Change Action
Group
These meetings continue and are chaired by Clir McKenzie-Boyle.
26 Min 729.26 — Update on Crowthorne railway station
The draft of the GWR funded car free travel map to encourage people to visit
Crowthorne via train to explore the local walks and cycle routes is in its final
stages and will go to print shortly. The hand drawn maps created and
illustrated by a local artist should arrive in time for the better weather, when it
is hoped to encourage people to visit Crowthorne and explore the local walks
and bike trails. There will be a launch event at the Station as map boards are
also being produced. The artist will be in attendance for this, and Clirs will be
invited to the event.

27 Min 729.27 - Concerns about lack of green space maintenance by

Metropolitan Thames Valley Housing at South Meadow

Local residents will be asked at the Neighbourhood Action Group meeting on

9 April how they would like the balance of the compensation of the TVHA

money to be spent. A request had been received to plant an apple tree on a

green space, but CPC cannot apply for this as requests can only be made by

paying tenants.

28 Min 729.28 — Drainage surveys

The dates of works for the new drainage scheme are programmed for week

commencing 4 May with minimal impact to hirers and local shoppers.

29 Min 729.29 — Expression of interest in recreation area - Phase 5C

Buckler’'s Park

An update was provided under point 3 above.

30 Min 729.30 — Crowthorne NAG meeting

The next NAG meeting is on Thursday 9 April, 7pm at the Morgan Centre.

Peter Swallow MP, TVP and Clir Guy Gillbe (BFC Cabinet Member) have all

indicated they will attend.

31 Min 729.31 — Devolution

An update was provided under the Parish and Town Liaison meeting update

above; point 22.

32 Min 729.32 - Disposal of redundant/obsolete equipment and assets

Work to dispose of these items is ongoing and approval of the updated asset

register was covered under minute number 758 below.

33 Min 729.33 — Mango Tree

The Planning Officers have advised that there is a discharge of conditions

application pending that was submitted in September 2025. It is understood

that there are not likely to be any sanctions on the developer for the removal of
the hedgerow as it was not subject to a TPO.

34 Min 729.34 — Cycle Stakeholder’'s Group

This group has been informed that they are welcome to join Crowthorne

Carnival procession.
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Minute 748 (cont)
35 Min 729.35 — Parish Clock
A draft licence agreement has been received from the head landlord for
permission to install the clock controls in the utility cupboard at Manhattan
House. This has been reviewed by the Clerk and a request submitted for
some amendments. The clock specialist is due to attend site on 8 April and
meet with the landlord’s agent to review the works required to install new
control equipment and quote for the works. Good progress is now being made
on securing the correct permission for all aspects of the clock and its controls,
and the remedial works to get the clock working again.
36 Min 729.37 — Outdoor Gym
Following negotiations, Kompan have agreed to remove the cost of the
damaged equipment from the invoice but to still provide the full warranty.
They are also reducing their invoice by a further £500 as a goodwill measure.
Once these adjustments have been made to the invoice it can be authorised
and paid.
37 Min 729.38 — Bucklers’ Park — Stakeholder Update
No update was provided.
38 Min 729.39 — Carnival 2026
The Crowthorne Carnival Committee chair attended the CPC Annual Parish
Meeting and gave a presentation about Carnival Through the Years, which
was enjoyed by those in attendance.

CPC'’s Project Officer has attended the Flower Festival briefing and work is
now underway to plan for CPC’s entry in the festival.

39 Min 729.40 — CIL projects for updated CIL list

The CIL list committed projects and priority/delivery order as agreed by the
AWG and CPC at its February meeting has been added to the updated CIL list
as noted under minute number 756 below.

40 Min 729.41 — Confidential paperwork disposal

Clirs were reminded to drop off any confidential paperwork relating to CPC
that they need to dispose of as the office team are arranging for a collection by
a secure waste disposal contractor to comply with GDPR requirements.

41 Min 729.42 — Paper to BFC on highways matters

The Clerk has contacted BFC Highways to request a follow up response to the
paper submitted in November 2025 to BFC about various road safety matters
in Crowthorne.

42 Min 729.43 — Appointment of Internal Auditor

Formal receipt and noting of the Internal Auditor’s interim audit report was
covered under minute number 757 below. The final date for the annual audit
inspection has now been set.

43 Min 729.44 — Appointment of Breakthrough Communications — Data audit
and follow up consultancy advice

Breakthrough Communications have met with the Clerk and commenced the
data audit. The list of areas which need to be addressed was shared. A
report is to be written up by Breakthrough Communications with agreed
actions, draft policies and wording for any follow up required. A further
meeting will follow along with training for staff and Clirs to ensure AGAR 10
compliance.

The audit was helpful in identifying what is already been done/done well and
what areas need work to improve CPC’s processes.
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Minute 748 (cont)
Clirs raised some concerns regarding the restrictions on using some
messaging services such as WhatsApp. Clir Wood requested that all
concerns/questions be collated for further discussion.
44  Min 729.45 — Appointment of Health and Safety and HR Consultants
Work Nest have been formally engaged to provide CPC’s HR and Health and
Safety advice, documents and support. CPC'’s direct contact has been
appointed and work will begin shortly on the onboarding process.
45 Min 729.47 - Review of Crowthorne Neighbourhood Plan
This will be included as an agenda item for the April NAG meeting, with
interested NAG members invited to join a working group. CVAG have already
been informed that the review is due to commence in June 2026.
46 Min 729.48 — Public Question Time — discontinuation of 598 bus service
Despite BFC having now approved their draft budget for 2026-27 which will
see the 598 bus route and other local bus routes within Bracknell Forest
discontinued based on low usage and high running costs, CliIr Ives (Sandhurst)
raised a query about this at the Parish and Town Liaison meeting. CPC’s
Clerk outlined the investigations and collaborative steps taken by CPC’s
Clir Wood with various BFC officers, Clir Gillbe, Wokingham Borough Council
representatives and the petition/survey, which, sadly, led CPC to the same
conclusion as BFC i.e. that the route is uneconomic. ClIr lves was advised to
contact Clir Wood if he wanted to discuss this further, in particular whether
there may be other ‘solutions’ which could better serve the community.
47 Min 729.49 — Grant Awards
The CPC Annual Parish meeting was well attended by grant recipients on
17 March and a considerable number of ‘thanks yous’ have been received
from recipients after the meeting which have been collated by the Assistant
Clerk.
48 Min 729.52 — Appointment of independent IT Consultants
Telanova has now commenced work as CPC’s appointed IT support with
handover assistance provided via SIBIT. The new hardware, including
docking stations have been set up and are working well.
49 Min 729.53 — Events — Body Worn Cameras
The Clerk and Project Officer continue to follow up this request with the traffic
management contractor for Late Night Shopping.
50 Min 730.1 — Parking on grass verges
Clir McKenzie-Boyle reported that the resident who made a complaint about
unacceptable parking on grass verges, intended to attend the NAG meeting on
9 April.
51 Min 730.1 — Anti-social behaviour Community Safety Partnership
There was no update on the vehicle related anti-social behaviour task and
finish group.
52 Min 730.2 — Good Neighbours AGM 3 June 2pm — Baptist Church
Clirs were reminded to confirm their attendance at this event.
53 Min 730.2 — Surface Work Pinehill Road
No further update but a resident has contacted Clir Wood to query the TRO for
a 20mph zone on Pinehill Rd and Grant Rd. Clir Wood is following this up.
54 Min 730.2 — Visibility splay St. John’s Road
The resident who has continued to press for these works phoned the Clerk to
report that following the intervention by Clir Dr N Roberston, Abri have agreed
to place a felled tree around the grassy area to prevent vehicles parking. The
owner of the flats has also agreed to undertake regular maintenance work on
the hedge — a watching brief will be kept as such assurances have not
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resulted in action previously. The resident thanked CPC, Clir Dr Robertson
and ClIr McKenzie-Boyle for their continued help to resolve this matter.

55 Min 730.2 — Community Transport meeting — 23 June

Clir Wood to update CPC on outcome of the community transport meeting on
23 June.

56 Min 730.3 — Electrical works — Morgan Centre

The caretaker is continuing to try and obtain alternative quotes for the
outstanding electrical works at the Morgan Centre.

57 Min 730.3 — Fire door works — Morgan Centre

The Clerk and Clir Wood have approved the cost of the remedial works to fire
doors at the Morgan Centre that were identified as part of the Fire Risk
Assessment. The works are to the cleaner/archive storage cupboard on the
lower ground floor corridor and the door to the right of the main Morgan Centre
hall which leads to the rear lobby and stairwell.

58 Min 730.3 — Ladies’ toilet taps - Parish Hall

These works have now been undertaken — there was a costs over-run as
additional electrical work was required. The works had to be completed over a
weekend due to the nursery being on site during the week. The contractor did
not charge their weekend rates or mark up their material costs in order to
minimise the costs over-run.

59 Min 730.4 — TRO Upper Broadmoor Road

The Clerk wrote to BFC Highways following the last CPC meeting to raise the
queries and concerns with the TRO that CPC had identified. The responses to
the questions were circulated. Clirs felt that some questions remained
unanswered and requested that they be forwarded to the Clerk for further
clarification.

60 Min 730.5 — Clir training

Clirs Wood, Allen and Eberle attended the social media training session at
BFC and felt that content covered was mainly based on common sense.

61 Min 739 — Crowthorne Community minibus grant

The grant of £500 for Crowthorne Community Minibus approved by CPC at its
March 2026 meeting has been paid.

62 Min 740 — Parish Hall roof insulation

The date for the installation of the Parish Hall roof insulation has been booked
for 4 April.

Minute 749 CLERK'S REPORT
1 Council Matters
o Churches Together Summer Activities: CTC have requested to book the
Morgan Rec. free of charge for their Summer Activities program on 31 July, 7,
14, and 21 August 2026. This request has been approved in line with CPC
treatment of this booking request to promote children’s activities and the use
of the rec. facilities over the summer holiday.
o Nail It DIY: Communication has been received from a CIC group; Nail It
DIY offering practical, confidence-building DIY workshops for women across
Berkshire. Members were requested to indicate if they wished to explore this
further. The Clerk has contacted Thatcham Town Council to find out about its
support for this initiative and a response is awaited.
o Silver Sunday: CPC has received communication advising that Age
Concern UK will no longer be running Silver Sunday due to recent financial
pressures placing a significant strain on resources, but inviting previous
supporters such as CPC to continue with their events. It was agreed to
continue with this successful community event.

Council Meeting 7.4.26 8 Chair's initials ......................



Minute 750

2 Community matters

o Complaints about footpath width in the vicinity of the Vault Restaurant:
Several phone and social media messages have been received in the Parish
Office complaining that the footpath between the BFC bollards and the
planters outside the Vault is so narrow that it can no longer be traversed by
those in mobility scooters or larger wheelchairs. The matter has been referred
to BFC highways.

3 Council facilities

o Emergency Lighting Checks: The statutory emergency lighting checks
have been undertaken and the follow up works are being costed. The Clerk
and ClIr Wood will approve these as health and safety expenditure.

o Parish Hall — Foul sewer pump: The annual inspection and service of the
foul sewer pump at the rear of the Parish Hall revealed that it was blocked with
female sanitary products. The pit has been pumped out and the sanitary items
removed. Hirers have been reminded that they must not flush any sanitary
items or wipes. Additional signage has been placed in the cubicles to remind
users not to flush these items.

4  Consultations

o Air Quality Management (AQMA) Revocation: Crowthorne Village Action
Group (CVAG) and Crowthorne Reduce Our Waste (CROW) both submitted
comments on the consultation proposing the revocation of the AQMA and the
responses from the Public Protection Partnership were shared in the agenda
reports pack. DEFRA have seen the 2024, 2023, 2022, 2021, and 2020 data
and have approved the revocation consultation. The 2025 data will be
reported to DEFRA by the end of June, however the Environmental Health
Officer reported that looking at the raw data the trends are continuing to show
that the Air Quality in Crowthorne is improving.

5 Professional Bodies/Organisations/Training/Networking Updates

o NALC and BALC Newsletters: The regular newsletters and updates
continue to be emailed to all CPC Clirs. Clirs are encouraged to regularly
check the BALC website for training opportunities.

o NALC Chief Executive‘s Bulletin: The regular NALC bulletins and
updates have been emailed to all CPC Clirs.

o SLCC: The Clerk continues to read SLCC updates and publications.
CPC’s Senior Projects Officer has had a two-page article about Crowthorne’s
Green Week published in the March edition of the Clerk magazine which was
shared with papers for the meeting.

FIFTEEN MINUTE QUESTION TIME
No questions were asked.

PLANNING MATTERS

Minute 751

PLANNING MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING
HELD ON 3 MARCH 2026
None.
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Minute 752

Minute 753

Minute 754

TO RECEIVE AND NOTE PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS

1 The following items of information were received and noted as

circulated:

o Planning applications for Crowthorne pending a decision by BFC

o Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) applications for Crowthorne

o List of other planning applications received by BFC which do not require
comment by CPC. CPC is no longer notified of these applications (ie.
COND, etc) and therefore this item will be removed from future lists.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND ANY APPEALS
Council noted that Clir McKenzie-Boyle, who is also a Borough Councillor
and member of the Planning Committee, may be present when any of the
following applications are considered by BFC. Although giving an opinion at
the Parish Council meeting based on the information currently available,
Clir McKenzie-Boyle will reconsider any applications at the BFC Planning
Committee meeting with an open mind, taking into account any additional
information presented at this time.
e PA/2026/0172 — 25 Pinehill Rd
Recommend: Approval
e PA/2026/0166 — 6 Edgcumbe Park Drive
Recommend: Refusal*
o PA/2026/0247 — 25 White City
Recommend: Approval
e PA/2026/0304 — Lower Car Park, Broadmoor Hospital, Lower
Broadmoor Rd
Recommend: Approval

An asterisk (*) is shown where further/full comments are available to view on
the BFC Planning Portal under the relevant planning application.

BUCKLER'S PARK — STAKEHOLDER’S UPDATE (IF ANY)
No update was provided.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Minute 755

Minute 756

Minute 757

TO APPROVE THE PAYMENTS PRESENTED
The list of payments for the period 4 March to 7 April 2026 totalling
£102,077.96 was presented to Council and unanimously RESOLVED.

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
LEVY (CIL) TABLE INCLUDING COMMITTED PROJECT EXPENDITURE
AND RECOUPMENT DEADLINES

The updated CIL table was received and approved. The additional projects
agreed by Council had been added to this CIL list for the start of the new
financial year.

TO RECEIVE AND NOTE THE INTERNAL AUDITOR’S INTERIM REPORT
The Internal Auditor’s interim audit report was received and noted. All records
scrutinised were found to be in good order save for one typo.
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Minute 758 TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE UPDATED FIXED ASSET REGISTER
A query arose about the valuation of the Parish Clock. The Clerk agreed to
look into this and update the Asset Register if required. Subiject to this
Council approved the updated Asset register as at 31 March 2026.

Minute 759 TO REVIEW QUOTATIONS FOR REMEDIAL EXTERNAL WORKS TO THE
FASCIAS AND SOFFITS AT THE PARISH HALL AND AWARD THE
CONTRACT FOR WORKS
The installation of UPVC products will provide a maintenance free solution for
the Parish Hall, and alleviate the ongoing need for repeated sanding down,
filling and repainting of woodwork. The ventilated UPVC solution will assist
with heat retention and ventilation at the Parish Hall.

Three local companies were asked to submit a quote. Contractor C provided
the cheapest quote, is based in Finchampstead and not registered for VAT
thereby helping CPC to preserve its VAT de minimis allowance for other
works in 2026/27. This contractor has also undertaken work for CPC before
on an emergency basis and was prompt, professional and the works and
materials were of a high standard.

It was therefore unanimously RESOLVED to award the contract for remedial
works to the fascias and soffits at the Parish Hall to contractor C committing
£7,500.

Following the resolution, it was revealed that Contractor C was Sebastian’s
Roofing.

COUNCIL MATTERS

Minute 760 TO RECEIVE AND NOTE THE MONTHLY REPORT FROM THE SENIOR

PROJECTS, EVENTS, PARKS AND COUNTRYSIDE OFFICER

Members received and noted the above report with an update on project

status, progress and anticipated delivery/completion. Extracts from the

report are shown below.

e Circle Hill (CH) and Walter Recreation Ground (WRG) Trust:

- The litter pick attracted nearly 30 people. The large pile of waste was
collected on Monday morning by BFC.

- Community payback volunteers continue to do an amazing job
removing invasive plants during their fortnightly visits.

e Morgan Rec:

- Outdoor gym area: Kompan removed the cost of the damaged equipment
from their invoice and CPC received a £500 discount on the outdoor gym
after the equipment paintwork was scratched during installation.

- Accessible Play Area: Initial consultations have been carried out with
local nurseries and childminders, and the tender has been drafted.
Councillors were requested to join the working group.

- Football pitch: CPC was unsuccessful in the grant claim to the Berkshire

Community Fund for football pitch maintenance. However, an application
for Football Foundation pitch management funds for the next 6 years has
been submitted and a response is awaited. End of year work is due to start
regardless once the season finishes at the end of April.
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Minute 762

e Bee Squared: The number of Bee Squares on the map continues to
grow.

e Parish Hall Solar project: Work is currently taking place onsite.

e Parish Hall insulation project: Lees Loft Solutions will fit loft insulation at
the Parish Hall over the Easter weekend. This insulation will reduce both
heating and air con needs therefore reducing fuel costs and carbon
emissions.

e Annual Parish Meeting: The presentations were well received and the
display table with information proved to be a talking point.

o Car-free Crowthorne map: The leaflet is with the designer and going
through final edits.

o Swift Street: The Project Officer continues to support the Men’s Shed with
the Swift Street project — the first in Berkshire. The Morgan Centre and
Parish Hall will both host swift boxes. Councillors were encouraged to
attend the Leisurely Swift Walk at 6:30pm on 6 July which has been
organised to coincide with carnival theme Planet Earth and will feature in
the carnival programme.

e Millenium Garden: Another gardening session has been organised on
Sunday 26 April, 2.30pm. Volunteers have been asked to bring their own
tools and any plant donations. Councillors are very welcome.

e Training: The Project Officer passed the IOSH Working Safely at Events
assessment.

TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE UPDATED EDITION OF THE
CROWTHORNE EMERGENCY PLAN

The Crowthorne Emergency Plan was created and approved in May 2024 as
an aid for CPC in the event of an emergency such as severe weather, utilities
failure, transport incident or forest fire. This new updated edition contains
some minor edits.

It was unanimously RESOLVED to approve the March 2026 edition of the
emergency plan as circulated.

CliIrs requested that Buckler's Park Hub be contacted to request that their
facilities are made available in the event of an emergency, in the same was
as CPC'’s facilities and the Baptist Church.

TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE A PROPOSAL TO AWARD £298 FROM
THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL COMMUNITIES (NERC)
BUDGET TO CROWTHORNE MEN’S SHED TO SUPPORT AND
FACILITATE THE CROWTHORNE HIGH STREET SWIFT PROJECT
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) host a
swift walk every year to promote the project and swifts, which are a
threatened species. This year the walk is on Monday 6 July, 6.30 — 8pm, not
only to support this project but timed to support Carnival 2026, Planet Earth.

A collaboration project involving the Men’s Shed, BBOWT, RBFRS, High
Street owners and CPC aims to provide more swift nesting opportunities in
the High Street in order to help the survival of this threatened species. The
Men’s Shed contribution to the project will involve making 10-12 swift bird
boxes, supplying parts and finding suitable sites for them.
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Minute 764

Minute 765

Minute 766

It was therefore unanimously RESOLVED to award a grant of £298 from the
Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) budget to Crowthorne’s
Men’s Shed to support and facilitate the Crowthorne High Street Swift
Project.

REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BODIES
None.

REVIEW AND NOTE INFORMATION ITEMS PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED
The

MEMBERS INFORMATION ITEMS
None.

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS
1 Review of Crowthorne Neighbourhood Plan.
2 Safety of staff at CPC run public events.

Meeting closed: 8.25pm
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Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, it is
resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press
and public are excluded from the meeting whilst the following confidential item is
considered:

Minute 767 NOTIFICATION OF PAY INCREASES FOR STAFF FOR 2026/27 FROM
THE STAFFING COMMITTEE
Members noted that all staff salaries will be incremented from 1 April 2026 in
line with the delegated resolution from the Staffing Committee at its meeting
held on 11 November 2025.

Minute 768 TO RATIFY THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE PROBATION
PERIOD FOR A MEMBER OF STAFF AND CONFIRM THEIR
APPOINTMENT AS A PERMANENT MEMBER OF STAFF
It was unanimously RESOLVED to ratify the successful completion of the
probation period for a member of staff and confirm their appointment as a
permanent member of staff.

Meeting closed: 8.30pm
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