CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT THE MORGAN CENTRE,
WELLINGTON ROAD, CROWTHORNE ON TUESDAY 18 MARCH 2025 AT 7.00PM

Present:

Cllr R Wade - in the Chair
Clir J Allen

ClIr S Butterworth

Clir T Eberle

ClIr N Kilvert

Clir Mrs G Robertson

Clir N Robertson

Clir P Wood

Mrs C Butler — Finance Officer
Mrs M Saville - Clerk

Mrs J Robertson - Assistant Clerk
Mrs L Turkington — Project Officer
47 members of the public

Apologies accepted: ClIr T McKenzie-Boyle

Minute 1

Minute 2

Minute 3

Minute 4

Minute 5

Clir E Storm

CHAIR'S WELCOME
The Chair welcomed all visitors, guest speakers and grant recipients to the
Annual Parish Meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19 March 2024 as
circulated, were taken as read, confirmed and signed by the Chair as a true
record.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 19 MARCH 2024
There were none.

CHAIR’'S ANNUAL REPORT

The Chair gave an outline of activities which had taken place during the past
year, as included in the attached report. The Chair thanked all his fellow
councillors for their commitment in helping to make Crowthorne a great place to
live, work and relax.

The Chair also thanked the dedicated officers/staff members, under the
leadership of the Clerk, Melanie Saville, for all their hard work.

GUEST SPEAKER:

» Presentation by Clare Klesel, BFC, on the Buckler's Park Community
Garden and individual growing spaces

Clare Klesel from BFC spoke about Buckler's Park (BP) and the new
Community Garden. Clare has worked for the Heritage Parks Team at BFC
for over 8 years and was recently asked to advise on a new community
garden project at BP. Clare explained that the mission statement for BP is
to:
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e Create a thriving outdoor hub for BP residents and the wider community.

e Develop a network of horticultural and environmental activities.

e Provide an organic, chemical free site enhancing biodiversity and
promoting sustainable gardening.

e Improve connection to food production and encourage nature restoration.

e Work with local organisations and groups to create a network of
partnership and community.

The Community Garden is made up of 3 sections: a growing space, a forest
garden and an orchard. The community growing area is fenced off and
comprises thirty 3 x 3m? beds to encourage residents to start growing. There
are already people/groups interested in the plots which can be adapted as
necessary for accessibility. Priority will be given to residents of BP and there
will be no charge for the plots although plot holders are likely to have to
contribute to external shared costs such as insurance. Donations of second-
hand tools are encouraged, as are seed swops.

It is intended to work alongside Buckler’'s Lodge to include a dementia
friendly walkway/seating for residents of the adjacent care home.

The land is owned and funded by the Land Trust but managed by BFC. The
legal arrangements for setting this up have been very complex. Walk
arounds are being held to introduce residents to the area.

The Community Payback volunteers have been incredibly helpful and
enthusiastic in supporting this project by filling up the beds with soil and
providing second hand tools and seeds.

The forest garden design has different meadows, a horticultural therapy area,
accessible paths, over 450 trees planted, a quiet meditation space,
mushroom stacks, bee bank, dead hedge around the wet area, a herb spiral
and a stag beetle loggery.

The project has received the generous support of many volunteers including
Community Payback, Bracknell Conservation Volunteers and other local
organisations/business who have supported the Community Garden with
large discounts and kind donations

Minute 6 GUEST SPEAKER:
» Presentation by Sara Grisewood, Community Rail Line Officer
Southeast Communities Rail Partnership, about a project to ‘spruce up’
Crowthorne Train Station and how local residents, businesses and groups
can participate
Clir Wood gave some background on the station presentation. The North
Downs Steering Group is an eclectic group which meets to discuss matters
relating to the railway line from Wokingham to Guildford and on to Gatwick.
The group comprises people who are consumers and travellers with an
interest in environmental/preservation issues. This is largely coordinated by
guest speaker, Sara Grisewood who is the North Downs Line Officer for
Southeast Communities Rail Partnership. Sara joined Clirs McKenzie-Boyle
and Wood at Crowthorne station in December where quite a few issues for
future projects were identified. Although the station building is beautiful it is
not listed but is a ‘Locally Listed’ building. All agreed it would be a shame to
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allow it to deteriorate further. Sara has already helped with funding for one of
the projects.

Sara explained that she works for Southeast Communities Rail Partnership
which is a Community Interest Company (CIC). Community Rail Line
Officers are often referred to as the glue that helps to connect people
together to give them a voice regarding the railways. Examples were given
of community rail projects such as: community rail station gardens, ‘Friends
of...” groups and adopt a station, which GWR is keen to support.

Apart from trying to connect people and their communities, community rail
groups also encourage people to use sustainable transport. One of the
issues in Crowthorne is the access from the station to the village centre.

GWR are one of the core funders and they fund Sara’s post, not directly but
via the Southeast Communities Rail Partnership. The North Downs Line is
run by GWR. Change is coming for the railways whereby individual train
companies will be brought back into national ownership. GWR are very
supportive of Community Rail; they organise a conference for community
groups every year, organise volunteer tea parties for people who work on
stations; award badges to station volunteers and help fund projects.

Sara advised that with regards to the stunning station at Crowthorne, which is
looking somewhat worse for wear, it would be good to start small by possibly
creating a ‘Friends of Crowthorne Station’ group and start tidying up the
station, making up some planters, creating areas for wildlife on the banks
near the car park, creating a disabled parking space in the area by the MOT
garage, investigating how people use the station and what people would like
there, i.e. a bus route, finger posts with sustainable journey times by foot and
cycle into the village.

Sara answered several questions asked by members of the public and asked
that her email address be shared should anyone wish to contact her:
sara@southeastcrp.org

Minute 7 PRESENTATIONS BY GRANT RECIPIENTS FOR 2024-2025 FOCUSING
ON THEIR WORK AND PROJECTS FUNDED BY CPC GRANTS
Cllir Wade invited all the grant recipients present to say a few words about
their charity and about their plans for project delivery funded by their grant
from CPC. All charity representatives present took the opportunity to thank
CPC for their grant and to talk briefly about their charity.

Meeting closed at 8.24pm

Refreshments were served afterwards.
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