CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE WALTER RECREATION
GROUND AND CIRCLE HILL HELD ON MONDAY 20 JULY 2026 AT THE MORGAN
CENTRE AT 1.30PM

Present:

Absent:

Minute 1

Minute 2

Minute 3

Minute 4

CPC Trustees WWPC Trustees
Clir J Allen — in the Chair Mrs D Gooch (Clerk to WWPC)
Clir P Wood Clir K Whitehead
Mr M Dodd CliIr L Foxwell
Ms Jenny Cook
CPC staff
Mrs M Saville — Administrator 0 member of the public

Mrs L Turkington — Snr. Project Officer
Mrs J Robertson — Ast. Administrator

Clir Mrs G Robertson

TO CONFIRM THE APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES FOR THE 2026/2027
FINANCIAL YEAR

Crowthorne Parish Council and Wokingham Without Parish Council appoint
4 trustees each to the Walter Recreation Ground and Circle Hill charitable
trust each year. The Trustees confirmed the appointment of the following
Trustees for 2026/2027:

CPC'’s appointed trustees for 2026/2027:
Clir Jeff Allen - CPC

Clir Gail Robertson - CPC

Clir Peter Wood - CPC

Mark Dodd — Wellington College

WWPC’s trustees for 2026/2027:
Clir Kevin Whitehead - WWPC
Clir Lesley Foxwell - WWPC
Jenny Cook — local resident
Debbie Gooch — WWPC Clerk

ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2026/2027

Nomination: Clir J Allen, CPC

There being no further nominations, Clir Allen was elected as Chair for the
ensuing year.

CHAIR’'S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FOR 2026/2027
The Chair read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office for
2026/2027, which was then countersigned by the Administrator.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2026/2027

Nomination: Clir K Whitehead

There being no further nominations, Clir Whitehead was elected as Vice
Chair for the ensuing year.
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Minute 5 VICE CHAIR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FOR
2026/2027
The Vice Chair read and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office for
2026/2027, which was then countersigned by the Administrator.

Minute 6 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

Minute 7 TO ENDORSE THE APPOINTMENT OF THE CLERK AND STAFF OF
CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL AS THE ADMINISTRATORS OF THE
CHARITY
In line with the Charity Commissioners scheme dated 14 January 1975, for
the Walter Recreation Ground: The charity to be administered by the staff of
Crowthorne Parish Council.

It was RESOLVED to re-appoint the Clerk of Crowthorne Parish Council
and Crowthorne Parish Council office staff as administrators of the Walter
Recreation Ground and Circle Hill Charity.

Minute 8 TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE
WALTER RECREATION GROUND CHARITY
The Trustees reviewed the circulated Terms of Reference and approved
them with no changes made.

Minute 9 APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND DRAFT BUDGET FROM THE MEETING
HELD ON 11 DECEMBER 2025
The minutes from the meeting of the Trustees of the Walter Recreation
Ground and Circle Hill held on 11 December 2025 as circulated, were taken
as read, confirmed and signed by the Chair as a true record. The draft
budget presented at that meeting was also approved.

Minute 10 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING HELD ON 11 DECEMBER
2025
1 Min 5.2 — Bike jumps
The illegal construction of bike jumps and excavations has continued to be
an issue on site over the wetter months when the soils lends itself to being
dug and sculpted. In line with previous requests from the charity’s insurers,
the jumps have been flattened, and pits infilled by staff and volunteers. This
sadly resulted in unsolicited threatening phone calls to Crowthorne Parish
Council offices, and in one case, a death threat was left on the Council’s
voicemail system. All threatening calls have been reported to Thames Valley
Police. The police had marked the file ‘NFA’ (No Further Action), but Council
officers have applied for a review of the decision in the hope the calls will be
followed up and conversations had with the young people and their carers,
that the building of the bike jumps is not permitted and that making threats
against staff/volunteers is a criminal offence.

Fortunately, with the current dry conditions the soil cannot be built into jumps.

Once the outcome of the application for Nature Reserve status is known,
improved signage will be installed at each entry point to the woods and Rec.
informing visitors that the site is a Nature Reserve and that the digging of
jumps is not permitted.
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Minute 10 (cont)

It was noted that Crowthorne Parish Council has recently been informed that
its expression of interest in acquiring recreational land on phase 5C at
Bucklers Park (a short distance from the charity’s sites), was agreed in
principle (subject to planning consent and S.106 agreement). Itis CPC’s
stated intention and agreed by BFC that CPC is to apply for formal planning
consent for the installation of a custom built ‘pump track’ on the site for
mountain biking/BMX style cycling which will meet the needs of the cyclists
and draw them away from nearby woodlands. CPC has been asked to cost
out the proposals so that BFC can try to secure the funding. BFC has
applied a 10 year long stop date on plans to get the funding together.

2 Min 5.4 and 9 — Neighbour dispute

This matter has resolved with no further action on either side. The
neighbour’s fence did fall earlier this year and blocked the bin by the
entrance to the Circle Hill site opposite Travis Perkins. The neighbour was
politely asked to attend to this and did so promptly.

The trees adjacent to this boundary have now had a TPO applied to them
following a visit by BFC tree officers so any further works in future will have to
go through a TPO works application process whether these are by the charity
or the neighbour.

The neighbour had reported concerns over alleged ‘dead wood’ in the tree
canopy. CPC’s Snr Project Officer (SPEPCO) did inspect this, and it did not
meet the threshold criteria for urgent work. It will be looked at in the next
round of external tree surveys in winter 2026.

3 Minute 5.5 — New grounds contractor

The new grounds contractor, PGSD, have now worked on site for just over a
year. Their work has been extremely thorough, and they are doing a great
job maintaining the charity sites. CPC’s SPEPCO has regular meetings with
the contractors to ensure they are delivering all the programmed works in the
schedule to a high standard, and she has been very impressed with their
work.

4 Min 5.7 — Litter pick

An update was provided under minute number 14 below.

5 Min 5.8 — Big Green Week

CPC intends to organise another Big Green Week during 5 — 13 June 2027.
Further details will be shared in due course. Mr Dodd volunteered to give a
talk.

6 Min 6 — Potential TPO application for trust sites

Progression of any application for a TPO was taken out of the hands of the
charity trustees as a BFC tree officer visited site and incepted a TPO
application for the trees on the southern boundary of Circle Hill woods. This
was subsequently ‘granted’. The Administrators queried if other trees on the
Circle Hill or Walter Rec. sites could/should be TPO protected but the tree
officer advised against this. CPC’s Project Officer has hand delivered a
newsletter to all neighbours of Circle Hill/Walter Rec. which includes
confirmation that the trees on the southern boundary at Circle Hill are now
subject to TPOs.

7 Min 7 — Tree works arising from tree inspections

Both arboriculturalists that worked for Ground Control who have surveyed the
charity’s trees in recent years (Matt Parkinson and Lee Garner) no longer
work for them. Ground Control and Lee Garner have both quoted for the tree
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surveys in November 2026. The trustees had resolved to approve tree
surveying costs of £300 for each site (£600 in total) at their last meeting but
the surveys had not yet been booked. Lee Garner (now running his own
business) has submitted a quote for £250 for the Walter Rec. and £300 for
Circle Hill.

Lee’s quote is cheaper and his work is known to the charity, plus he is
familiar with the sites. It is not known which arboriculturalist Ground Control
would send to site. Longer standing trustees recalled that there was an issue
two years ago with a newly qualified arboriculturist being sent to site who was
over officious and recommended works that more experienced surveyors did
not advise was necessary, so the survey had to be redone.

For the reasons stated above, the Trustees unanimously agreed to appoint
Lee Garner to undertake the tree works arising from the tree inspections at a
cost of £550.

Minute 11 ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
1 Crowthorne Neighbourhood Plan
A scoping review meeting took place on 13 July to start the 5 year review
process for the Crowthorne Neighbourhood Plan. Advice is being sought on
CPC applying for Local Green Space protection on the areas of the Walter
Rec. and Circle Hill that fall into the BFC area as part of the process as WBC
is already part way through this process for the land on the northern sections
of the sites. This would add another layer of protection to the sites and
accord it the same protection as ‘green belt’ land.
2  Car Free Crowthorne Map
CPC worked with Southeast Communities Rail Partnership and used grant
funding from GWR to commission a local artist to produce a hand drawn and
illustrated map showcasing local walking and cycling routes from Crowthorne
Station to explore local wildlife habitats. Circle Hill Woods features
prominently on the front cover: Car Free Crowthorne

4 J%
CAR FREE
CROWTHORNE

Explore nature and wildlife with
walk, wheel and cycle routes
around Crowthorne Station

3  2025/26 Budget turn out

Trustees had set a budget of £14,629.27 for the 2025/26 Financial Year.
The accounts in the agenda pack approved at this meeting record
expenditure of £10,276.33, an underspend/saving against budget of
£4,352.94. The saving predominantly relates to lower tree costs than
budgeted. This is a common end of year outcome for the charity as it is
necessary to ensure an adequate ‘tree’ budget given the nature of the land
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managed and the unknown risk of works required by tree surveys and
between surveys due to incidents such as storms.

Minute 12

TO RECEIVE AND NOTE THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR

ENDING 31 MARCH 2026

The Trustees received and noted the Annual Accounts for year ending
31 March 2026. These will now be filed with the Charity Commission.

Minute 13

TO FORMALLY NOTE THE APPOINTMENT OF PGSD AS GROUNDS

CONTRACTORS FOR THE CHARITY LAND UNTIL MARCH 2029

The trustees formally noted the appointment of PGSD as grounds contractor

for the charity land until March 2029.

Minute 14

TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND NOTE PROGRESS ON THE FORESTRY

AND WOODLAND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Trustees noted the following updated Forestry/Woodland Management

works:

IManagement Objective 1 - Increase biodiversity

Management
Intention

Notes

Successive glade
creation through
clearance of holly

BCV completed 2 days of holly thinning.
Request made that they do the same again this winter.

Deadwood retention

Tree inspection completed in May 2025. Deadwood kept
where safe.

Removal of non-
natives

PGSD removed one load of laurel and bamboo this winter
as per contract. Felled by Community payback team.
Japanese knotweed removal due to start shortly by regular
contractors PGSD.

The community payback volunteers have been tackling the
bamboo and have made great progress.

Installation of boxes

Men’s Shed boxes installed early 2026.

Enrichment planting

Ground flora in new ‘glade’ is limited. Add plug plants in
autumn?

Allow natural
regeneration

Plenty of natural regeneration if stimmers are managed
and light is available.

Monitor visitor routes

No path issues at the moment.

IManagement Objective 2 - Enhance and maintain the site for recreation

Management
Intention

Notes

Tree survey every 15 -
18 months

Last inspection May 2025.

Litter pick twice a week

Ongoing

Maintain seating

One bench in CH is damaged. The Men’s Shed can do a full
hard wood restoration for £800 or replace the slats for £100
but not put their name to it.

It was agreed to approach 2 local residents who may be
interested in repairing the bench.

Maintain noticeboard

A new clip frame/noticeboard in Walter Rec. where footfall is
more concentrated?
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leaflet

Consider sign or Funding/grant dependent.

Boundary Ditch
Pipe installed at the crossing point by the community payback volunteers. Neighbours
are very pleased with the results.

IManagement Objective 3 - Increase site awareness to locals

Management Intention Notes

Events

Litter pick on 22 March 2026, tied in with Wokingham litter
pick weekend, was well attended.

One hundred people attending the swift walks passed
through the Walter Rec in July. The site was introduced to
a number of locals who had never visited before.

Links with schools/clubs Crowthorne C of E School asked for a led lesson in Circle

Hill. Projects Officer agreed and planned a lesson to meet
the curriculum but the teacher could not fix a date.

Link with neighbours Neighbours received letter in July 2026 as circulated with

papers for the meeting.

Information on website New web pages created in 2024.

Crowthorne Eye magazine [The Eye continues to publish the litter picking adverts.

Minute 15

TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE A REQUEST FROM THE WAYZ
DETACHED YOUTH TEAM FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A TEMPORARY
BIKE JUMP/TRACK FACILITY AT CIRCLE HILL WOODS

Communication has been received from The Wayz advising that they have
been actively engaged with the community around Circle Hill Woods and,
during the half-term period, supported 12 young people to access the summit
at The Look Out. Positive feedback was received from both the young
people involved and their parents.

Following this, The Wayz has written to the Trustees seeking their views on a
proposal to work with local young people to create safe and appropriate
jumps within Circle Hill Woods. The proposal is suggested as an interim
measure given that the pump track project has yet to be confirmed and
remains some time away.

The charitable trust has previously passed a resolution to seek Local Nature
Reserve status for the sites it manages. Allowing the construction of bike
jumps on site and attracting mountain biking/BMX style cycling in the
woodlands, is incongruous with and defeats the object of managing the land
and habitats as a Local Nature Reserve. The cyclists will damage flora,
fauna, biodiversity and wildlife.

Crowthorne Parish Council has recently been informed that its expression of
interest in acquiring recreational land on phase 5C at Bucklers Park (a short
distance from the charity’s sites), is agreed in principle (subject to planning
consent and S.106). Itis CPC’s stated intention and agreed by BFC that
CPC is to apply for formal planning consent for the installation of a custom
built ‘pump track’ on the site for mountain biking/BMX style cycling which will
meet the needs of the cyclists and draw them away from nearby woodlands.
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Nationally renowned bike trails and jumps are already available in the parish
at Swinley Woods, including “The Summit’ bike hub for all age groups
including under 12 right through to over 18s.

Bracknell Town Council has also been granted planning consent to install a
new Pump Track at Mill Pond in Bracknell. This is also only a short ride out
of Crowthorne for those wishing to use bike jumps.

Consequently, there are already several nearby bike jumps and trail facilities
available nearby and more ‘in train’ for delivery.

Such an installation would require daily inspections for safety. There is no
funding in the budget for daily site inspections, and the charity’s insurers
would most likely either decline cover or significantly increase premiums if
such an installation were permitted on site.

The charity’s insurers have previously stipulated that bike jumps must be
removed/flattened and CPC Council officers have been subject to
threatening phone calls, including death threats from young people, where
bike jumps have been removed at the insistence of the Charity’s insurers.
Most recently threatening calls and death threats have been reported to the
Police, and a second review of the case and evidence is pending.

A former skatepark in the same location at Circle Hill caused much concern
among neighbours of the site, and ensuing complaints, that it had to be
removed. Similar complaints are likely to materialise if bike jumps are
permitted to be installed on site.

Enabling the installation of bike jumps in the woods would also set a
precedent which it would be difficult to then remove when other purpose built
facilities already exist and more are at development phase currently.

Following some discussion, it was unanimously agreed to decline the request
for the reasons stated above. Both PCs are actively looking for cycling
facilities and refurbishing an area that young people may like to be involved
with. The Administrator was requested to write to The Wayz thanking them
for their message but declining permission for the building/installation of bike
jumps on Charity land but advising of the efforts being made by both Parish
Councils to acquire land for the installation of cycling facilities and inviting
them to participate in the refurbishment of facilities in another area of the
woodland where young people do gather.

Minute 16 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
None.

Minute 17 ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS
- Update on pump track proposed at Buckler's Park

Meeting closed 2.32pm
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