Chairman’s Report 2025/26

Good evening everyone, and thank you for coming along tonight. It’s lovely to see so
many people from across the community here to celebrate another year in Crowthorne.

In addition to this annual gathering, the Parish Council meets ten times a year, on the
first Tuesday of the month, and you are always very welcome to attend. We set aside
15 minutes for public participation so residents can raise issues or share ideas.
Councillors also hold a monthly surgery in the library on the first Saturday morning of
the month, where residents can chat to us informally.

One of the regular items at our council meetings is the review of planning applications.
Since May we have considered nearly 50 applications and submitted
recommendations to Bracknell Forest Council. The majority relate to home extensions,
but each application is carefully reviewed against the policies set out in the Crowthorne
Neighbourhood Plan.

The Neighbourhood Plan will be reviewed from June, during which we’ll seek guidance
on potential policy updates. This ensures residents continue to have a strong voice in
shaping the parish’s future.

We also rely on the Council’s Three-Year Strategy Plan, which outlines priorities. This
is reviewed annually to keep it relevant as circumstances evolve.

Both these documents are available on the Parish Council website, which is also a
valuable source of local information — including community events, details about the
Morgan Recreation Ground, local clubs, and grant opportunities.

We are very fortunate in Crowthorne to have such a vibrant and engaged community.
Groups like the Neighbourhood Action Group play an important role in bringing people
together to discuss wider issues such as local policing, developments around
Broadmoor, and updates from Bracknell Forest Council representatives.

Community Events

This evening is really about celebrating our parish year, so it seems only right to
highlight some of the wonderful community events.

Crowthorne’s first Green Week in June proved very popular, with activities taking
place across the village. Local schools hosted recycling and reuse initiatives, shops
made eco pledges and installed new planters, and land managers shared their
knowledge through guided walks around our nature reserves. The Morgan Centre also
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hosted a lively Gardeners’ Question Time event, and through our “Bee Squared”
initiative we distributed packets of wildflower seeds.

Our Summer of Fun event in August was blessed with glorious weather and drew a
fantastic turnout. In contrast, Late Night Shopping later faced wind and rain, but it was
still very well attended and received positive feedback from traders, stallholders and
visitors. One of the highlights of my year was the children’s Christmas poster
competition. We received over 400 entries from seven local schools, and the young
winners were presented with prizes by the Mayor of Bracknell and myself.

In October we hosted Silver Sunday, welcoming over ninety older members of our
community to the Morgan Centre for afternoon cream tea and musical entertainment.
We were honoured by a visit from the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire, Andrew Try, who
commented on the strong community spirit in Crowthorne. Two of our local firefighters
were also present to offer helpful fire safety advice.

The Parish Council also supported community commemorations, including the VE Day
flag raising at the Royal British Legion and organising the road closure for the
Remembrance Sunday service in November.

Administration and Community Support

The Council is responsible for the Crowthorne Educational Charity, which awards
grants to support young people in their education and extracurricular activities. A
recent beneficiary was Keren Trainer, an Edgbarrow student, who won a bronze medal
representing Great Britain at the World Tumbling Championships in Pamplona.

The charity also supports the WAYZ detached youth service, helping fund their regular
visits to the Morgan Recreation Ground on Friday afternoons.

One organisation I'd particularly like to mention is The Crowthorne Eye, which the
Parish Council now supports through regular funding. This ensures that this important
printed publication can continue to reach every home and business in the village,
helping keep residents informed — including those who may not use online or social
media sources.

Community Facilities

Our community halls remain extremely well used. The Morgan Centre hosts a wide
range of activities every day, including Tai Chi, baby ballet, line dancing and chess
club. While the Parish Hall is occupied during the week by a day nursery caring for
more than forty local children and then regular clubs in the evenings and at weekends.
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This strong level of use is great news for the community as income is generated to
support the Council’s finances.

Recreation and Green Spaces

The Council works jointly with Wokingham Without Parish Council to manage Circle
Hill and the Walter Rec.

This year we have been fortunate to receive help from the Bracknell Conservation
Volunteers and the Community Payback team. They have carried out valuable work
including removing invasive species, planting wildflowers and clearing leaves from the
pavement on Pinewood Avenue.

As the local children are keen at building bike jumps at Circle Hill , the Parish Council
has expressed interest in acquiring land at Buckler’s Park to provide a pump track for
bikes and a five-a-side pitch giving young people safer cycling opportunities.

In February we were proud to open the new outdoor adult gym at the Morgan Rec.
It was particularly fitting that Keren Trainer officially opened the facility. The equipment
is suitable for all levels of fithess and has already proved very popular.

The Community Infrastructure Levy, which comes from development within the
parish, is used for these improvements at the Morgan rec and work to our halls such
as the installation of solar panels, improved insulation and air conditioning. all of
which help reduce energy costs while supporting our environmental goals.

Partnership Work and Lobbying

A great deal of council time this year has been spent addressing public transport
issues.

We have lobbied both Wokingham and Bracknell Forest Councils and carried out a
residents’ survey about transport use. While this work initially led to the introduction of
the 598 bus service, usage levels unfortunately proved very low and disappointingly,
the service will be withdrawn.

However, we do recognise the invaluable service provided by the Crowthorne
Community Minibus, and we have provided grant funding to support the volunteers
who run it.

We have also been pressing the owners of Crowthorne Railway Station to carry out
long overdue repairs. Although an application to have the building listed was
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unsuccessful, we have been advised by The Arch Company owners that work is
scheduled for July, which we hope will return the building to commercial use.

Another positive development has been the establishment of a Cash Hub in
Crowthorne. Councillors and officers worked with Cash Access UK to secure an initial
location at the Baptist Church and have since supported the move to a longer-term
home at the Co-op. This provides essential banking services for residents who cannot
easily access online banking and also brings footfall into the High Street.

We also secured funding for a Car Free Crowthorne walking map, which will be
distributed locally and used to encourage visitors arriving by train to explore our village
and nearby nature reserves on foot or by bike.

Finally, we were pleased to learn that the emissions on the High Street have stayed
below the required limits for 5 years. However, we have asked that monitoring
continues given the additional traffic expected from nearby housing developments.

Thanks

None of this work would be possible without the dedication of many people.

| would like to thank my fellow councillors for their support and patience during my first
year as Chairman.

In particular, | want to thank our hardworking parish office team, led by our Parish
Clerk, Melanie Saville. Their professionalism and dedication ensure that the council
runs smoothly and continues to deliver the best possible service to the community.

They also undertake regular training to stay up to date with changing requirements in
areas such as governance, data protection, finance and health and safety. This
commitment is reflected in the excellent results the council consistently receives in its
annual audits.

On a personal note, | am extremely grateful for the advice, guidance and support they
have given me over the past year.

Thank you all for being here this evening, and thank you for everything you do to make
Crowthorne such a special place to live.
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