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CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman’s Report – 21 June 2022 
 

 

I welcome you all to this year’s Annual Parish Meeting. The last time we met face-to-face was 3 years 

ago! We are privileged tonight to have many distinguish guests, including Her Majesty’s Lord 

Lieutenant of the Royal County of Berkshire and the Worshipful the Mayor of the Borough of 

Bracknell Forest. 

 

Covid 

Over the past 2½ years we have all suffered the challenges of the Covid pandemic, no more so than 

the officers of CPC. There have been numerous Covid roadmap changes affecting the CPC officers 

and impacting business arrangements, including hybrid working & virtual meetings. 

On top of all that, there has been a significant impact of finances, especially when hall hiring fees 

dropped dramatically! Fortunately, we managed to hire out Parish Hall facilities for long term use, 

allowing the play school to continue under strict Covid conditions and a small business. 

Also, CPC has provided the Morgan Centre for Covid testing together with hosting of NHS testing and 

kit distribution at Crowthorne market. 

 

It is fair to say, CPC has been extremely busy working in the background to ensure Covid safety to the 

public as well as our staff and councillors. 

 

Jim Finnie - Memoriam 

Jim Finnie, who died in 2021, served as a Parish and Borough councillor in many roles for over 40 

years; during which time he was the Mayor of Borough of Bracknell Forest for three years and became 

a Freeman of the Borough in 2000. 

 

In memory of Jim’s contribution, CPC initiated the naming and dedication of the area outside the 

library as Jim Finnie Square. 

 

Welcome Back Funding (WBF) 

WBF is one of the many government initiatives designed to help post Covid recovery. CPC was 

successful in being awarded a WBF grant, which provided support for the late-night shopping event, 

hanging baskets, flower towers, promotional videos for retailers & market traders and planning 

approval for banner advertising sites. Further, CPC agreed to meet the ongoing cost of planting and 

watering the flower towers and hanging baskets for the 2022/23 year as WBF ended on 31 March 22. 

 

Staffing 

Recently, we have appointed an experienced Projects & Events Officer plus another part time cleaner. 

Also, we have conducted a review and benchmarking exercise for all other staff, resulting in regrading 

of various positions to reflect role development and assist retention of experienced and qualified staff. 

 

The Bucklers Park 

CPC declined freehold/long term lease of Buckler’s Park Community Hub and facilities after an 

extensive due diligence exercise. However, we have offered to work in partnership with BFC or 

another partner organisation to provide the day-to-day management and operation of the facilities. 

Further, CPC remains engaged with the overall Buckler Park development via a stakeholder’s group 

which includes Cala Homes, residents and council representatives. 

 

Parish Hall 

The Parish Hall exterior has undergone an external ‘facelift’ and installation of new thermally efficient 

UPVC windows to help with rising energy costs and carbon reduction measures. 
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Market 

CPC has provided ongoing support and management of Crowthorne market. The market operates both 

as an additional shopping opportunity for residents and to support/assist in making Crowthorne an 

attractive place to visit for shopping - drawing footfall to the village and support to the local 

businesses on the High Street and along Duke’s Ride. 

 

Crowthorne Community NAG (CCNAG) 

Sadly, during the Covid pandemic there have been a “flurry” of anti-social behaviour, which has taken 

up a great deal of CPC time and effort. May sites around Crowthorne have been affected. As a result, 

CPC initiated the reformation of CCNAG, which is a multi-stakeholder group including: CPC, BFC, 

WWPC, WBC, TVP, the public, local neighbourhood watch groups, HopeZone and Sandhurst Youth 

workers.  

 

Recently, high profile keynote speakers have addressed NAG meetings; these include the Police and 

Crime Commissioner - Matthew Barber, our local MP - James Sunderland and the new Police Chief 

Inspector - Helen Kenny.   

 

Also, CPC have upgraded the CCTV coverage at the Morgan Centre and recreation field, and to date, 

provided CCTV footage to TVP in respect of five offences.  Also, security upgrades to the Parish Hall 

including palisade fencing and installation of CCTV have been installed to combat problems there. 

 

Crowthorne Boundary Review 

The outcome of Local Government Boundary Commission review, equalising the representation of 

councillors throughout the Borough, resulted in an increase from 2 to 3 Bracknell Forest Cllrs from 

May 2023 reflecting our local population growth. 

 

A community governance review considering parish boundaries and wards is now underway. CPC has 

recommended that we should return to one ward, still represented by 10 Parish Councillors. 

 

Traffic Issues 

CPC has successfully lobbied BFC for the long-awaited Church Street zebra crossing; and, prompted 

by the C of E school pupils, a new crossing outside the school on Dukes Ride. 

 

Road Improvements 

CPC has promoted several road improvement projects including: 

• High Street speed table repairs and renewal of road markings on crossings and the mini 

roundabout, ahead of a complete resurfacing exercise during the summer holidays 2022. 

• Installation of new illuminated speed indicator devices on Dukes Ride 

• Speed reduction on Brookers Row requested by residents.  

 

Community Support 

Tangible support for community events including facilitation and funding support for CAT’s outdoor 

pantos, grant funding and facilitation of Crowthorne Carnival and relaunch of “Crowthorne Summer 

of Fun” event on 16 August (free of charge) which includes: a climbing wall, crazy golf, bouncy 

castle, laser tag, face painting, balloon modelling, children’s farm, reptile handing, sand, water and 

craft activities. Also, grant funding and facilitation for Churches Together in Crowthorne’s Summer 

Activities on 4 Fridays during the school summer holidays.  

 

Grants 

There has been a significant increase in CPC grant payments for many charities and organisations as 

they weathered another year of Covid.  

 

CPC grant payments totalled £21,329, including a Covid recovery grant for an Edgbarrow year group 

to undertake the Duke of Edinburgh scheme as an enrichment activity outside of the normal core 

curriculum. 
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Further, CPC made successful grant applications to BFC/Involve for funding towards new accessible 

footpath at the Walter Recreation Ground (£3,333); a national lottery grant award (£10,000) also 

towards the footpath and £5,000 from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Community Fund for 

various anti-social behaviour reduction measures such as improvements to leisure facilities, CCTV 

upgrades etc. (as already mentioned above). 

 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

After a successful referendum to adopt the Crowthorne Neighbourhood Plan in May 2021. This plan is 

now being used to formulate recommendations in the planning responses* at CPC & BFC, including 

maintaining strategic gaps with our neighbouring authorities, thereby ensuring that Crowthorne 

remains a great place to live, work and to enjoy our leisure time. (*89 apps 70% OK) 

One benefit of the NP is that we now receive £25% of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding, 

derived from planning applications, for the benefit of Crowthorne improvements. 

 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

There are many projects that CPC have invested CIL monies. These included: 

• A significant investment replacing the roof of Crowthorne Sports and Social Club building. 

• The renewal of the play safety surfaces at the Morgan Centre Recreation Ground. 

• The installation of pavement bollards on Wellington Road to prevent pavement parking 

obstructions, due to be installed soon. 

• Co-CIL funding with WWPC for six replacement litter bins at Circle Hill/Walter Rec. and deter 

domestic waste fly tipping. 

 

There are many more CIL projects scheduled, including the government’s Green Agenda, which will 

be covered in the 3 Year Strategy presentation by Cllr Simon Sever after this report. 

 

Crowthorne Reduce Our Waste (C.R.O.W.) 

CPC maintains its ongoing engagement with C.R.O.W. by funding start-up cost for a ‘Repair Café’ 

and hosting community litter pick stalls at Crowthorne market. CPC is also closely reviewing its 

processes with the aim of reducing waste. 

 

Platinum Jubilee 

CPC engaged in various platinum jubilee related events including: 

• Lobbying BFC for free road closures for bank holiday street parties. 

• Jubilee art competition and exhibition in partnership with Crowthorne library 

• The Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire visit today. 

• Jubilee bench installation scheduled for the Morgan Recreation Ground. 

 

Sadly, the erection of lamppost baskets, bunting etc. were vetoed for various H&S reasons. 

However, the village (both residents and organisations) joined together in many “street parties” to 

celebrate this incredible milestone. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Clerk and all her staff for all their magnificent efforts, not only 

in the past year, but throughout the pandemic. Without their willingness to go the “extra mile,” we 

would have been in deep trouble.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their support during the past few challenging 

years.  

 

Cllr Bob Wade, CPC Chairman 

21 June 2022 


