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Council’s Events

CPC plans, funds and delivers a vast range of community activities and events,
including:

Community market on last Saturday in the month

Annual “Summer of Fun” day.

Late night Christmas shopping and parish Christmas tree.
Remembrance Day parade at St John’s Church Memorial.

Silver Sunday event

Monthly Councillor surgery on first Saturday in the month.

The organisation and delivery of the Neighbourhood Action Group

Council’s Projects

Various environmental projects have been delivered, including:

CPC together with Great Western Railway, BFC and Ringmead Surgery worked
on the roll out of Eco Rewards QR code signs; to incentivise and reward “Green
Travel.” Edgbarrow and Crowthorne C of E Schools have also joined in.

This GWR funded scheme grant has already showed significant behaviour shifts.

Roof Repairs, insulation and Solar panels with storage batteries is in progress for
the Morgan Centre and in the future for the Parish Hall, reducing CPC’s energy
costs and reducing carbon consumption.

We are currently hosting 3 Edgbarrow Duke of Edinburgh Students for 12 weeks’
worth of litter picking volunteering as our staff are DofE assessors.

Big Green Week — 7-15 June — Council is currently planning and organising 9 days
of climate and environment related events and activities with a huge range of local
groups, partners and stakeholders We hope that all residents will find something
of interest to them to join in with as we ‘think global but act local’.

A range of CPC regeneration and refurbishment works have been initiated,
including:

The Morgan recreational field Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) has proven to be a
great success.

The walking/running track around the edge of the football pitch continues to provide
a quality surface for various activities, including children learning to ride bikes,
people wishing to walk/run/jog, wheelchair users etc. - not to mention watching
football games in comfort!

Council is also seeking grant funding to enable football pitch improvement.



Council’s Charities

Council runs and administers three charities which directly benefit local residents and
the environment:

e The Crowthorne Educational Charity generates its income from a 55% share of
the rent generated from the Crowthorne Sports and Social Club. Young
residents living in Crowthorne Parish can apply for funding to assist with
educational activities.

e The Morgan Recreation Ground Charity owns and manages most of the
recreation space at the Morgan rec., including the football pitch which serves
as the ‘home’ ground for three local football teams.

e The Walter Recreation Ground Charity owns and manages the recreation
ground known as the Walter Rec. on Pinewood Avenue and Circle Hill Woods
opposite Travis Perkins. The costs of running the charity are shared equally
between CPC and Wokingham Without Parish Council (as the land does not
generate its own income) and four trustees are appointed by each parish
council (a mix of Clirs and residents). The trustees are working with the borough
councils (BFC and WBC) on designating the sites as ‘Local Nature Reserves’,
acknowledging and protecting their ecological value, and a Woodland
Management Plan has recently been adopted following input from the Forestry
Commission t ensure the sites are managed in an ecologically sustainable and
responsible way.

Support for local businesses

Council has sought to extend its range of support to local businesses via a range of
initiatives, and we continue to work with BFC Officers to maximise any benefits to
Crowthorne traders and businesses.

These initiatives include:

e Organising and delivering the late-night Christmas shopping event working with
BFC, WWPC and Churches Together Crowthorne.

Once again, the event safety was improved by a full road closure for the High Street
which led to the most successful pre-Christmas sales ever.

e The planted flower towers adorning the retail areas continue to have very positive
feedback.

e The local market now held on the last Saturday of the month, in Jim Finnie Square,
provides an opportunity for a range of small businesses, whilst increasing the
footfall into the surrounding retail and café areas in the High Street.

e CPC has worked with Bracknell Forest Council on a change of use application to
enable Jim Finnie Square to be used regularly for events and markets, and on the
installation of a ‘dropped kerb’ to enable this area to be more accessible for
vehicles to set up for activities in the square. These works have been funded by
the ‘Shared Prosperity Fund’ which is a central government ‘pot’ devolved to Local
Authorities to enable local projects with direct benefits in economic development.

e CPC supported The Village Pre School on their business modelling as they
successfully increased their provision to become a 30 hour a week setting — the
first in the parish.



Partnership working

CPC is the sum of all its parts and could only deliver initiatives and through
collaborative working with external partners, including:

The Wayz, which provides a safe and positive place for young people aged between
8 and 25 to attend, engage in a range of activities and opportunities.

e This has led to the provision of detached youth services in Crowthorne until Spring
2026 funded initially by the Police and Crime Commissioner's Community Safety
Partnership until March 2025, with funding to continue the scheme until March
2026 provided by Crowthorne Educational Charity, the Crowthorne Trust
(Wellington College) and Wokingham Without Parish Council and Crowthorne
Parish Council

Bracknell Forest Council partnership support has assisted with:

e The late-night Christmas shopping and banner flag schemes,

e Eco Rewards scheme

e Preschool sustainability

e Providing advice and guidance on the recreation ground regeneration projects

e The grant application and award process for the detached youth service.

Wokingham Without Parish Council partnership working includes:

e Joint funding and management of the Walter Recreation Ground and Circle Hill
Charity which provides important green spaces straddling the parish boundaries.

e Joint funding of the late-night shopping road closure

e Grant funding for The Wayz/Crowthorne Youth Project for detached youth work
provision in Crowthorne

This is just a small snapshot of the work Council delivers for the community.

Stakeholder Groups

Apart from considering a wide range of planning applications, the Council is heavily
involved in overseeing the major developments on the Broadmoor and Bucklers Park
estates.

We attend regular Stakeholder meetings, to ensure we fully understand the status of
these projects and any of the associated challenges.

Reference to the Neighbourhood Plan is made, which sets out the vision of residents,
businesses and organisations have for our village.



Staffing

CPC has continued to benefit from very dedicated officers, under the leadership of our
Clerk, Melanie Saville.

We continue to be innovative, as we wish to retain and reward all our highly qualified,
experienced staff, and have invested in comprehensive training.

The Staffing Committee have implemented flexible working arrangements and staff
rotas to enable our officers to balance their home and work commitments.

Our team have worked together to improve council’s facilities and extend its reach into
new community services, not previously available.

On behalf of the Councillors, | would like to thank our staff for all their hard work.

And as Chairman, thank my fellow councillors for their commitment to help make
Crowthorne a great place to live, work and relax.



