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Annual Parish Meeting – Tuesday 13 April 2021 

Chairman’s Report 

• RIP Cllr Jim Finnie, Freeman of the Borough, who died on 2 January 2021 at 83yrs: 

Jim served as a parish and borough councillor for over 40 years. He was the Borough Mayor 

for 3 years and became a Freeman of the Borough in 2000.  Locally, he was involved in many 

activities including Broadmoor Hospital, the Scouts, Crowthorne Carnival and he championed 

the voluntary sector.  CPC are intending to erect a memorial to Jim celebrating his contribution. 

 

• COVID Pandemic 

The impact of the ever-changing Covid guidance put an enormous strain on all the CPC staff. 

Initially, emergency powers were established, which included schemes of delegation and ways 

of working, to enable Council to continue to carry out its core functions.  

The situation has yet again changed with the transition from the current “virtual” meetings back 

to “face-to-face” meetings as from 7 May. New delegation powers are being developed to 

ensure Cllrs and staff are not forced to physically attend. The situation is still under review. 

Throughout the year, the council has worked with all the organisations and groups who use 

CPC facilities. Many could not meet due to Covid regulations. Fortunately, by ensuring a Covid 

secure environment, the Pre-School in the Parish Hall has been possible throughout. 

Further, we have particularly promoted the High Street and Dukes Ride traders and the new 

market, ensuring maximum safeguards are always in place. This included a joint Covid 

initiative with BFC for signage, hand sanitisers, face masks and general guidance. Latterly, at 

CPC’s request, BFC have provided Covid Wardens to attend the market and shopping areas to 

ensure social distancing is maintained.  

Through social media we have spread the message that Crowthorne is a safe shopping area 

and encouraged residents and those from farther afield to shop in Crowthorne. 

• Financial Status 

During the past year CPC, like all councils, has been under severe financial pressure. There 

has been a significant loss of income, around £40K, due to Covid restrictions on many groups 

hiring our facilities. The Christmas Market and Late-Night Shopping events were cancelled last 

year due to the second lockdown.  Also, the VE Day celebrations, Summer of Fun and 

Crowthorne Carnival have been cancelled this year. 

 

This unfortunate financial situation has been offset by a £10K Government Covid grant; plus 

savings due to projects being delayed or rescheduled. We are still looking into further possible 

government grants. 

 

Further CPC initiatives generating around £10k income, include: 

➢ The new Village Market - not in competition with our Traders. In fact, supported by them 

due to the increased footfall generated. 

➢ Long term business hiring of the Parish Hall, Upper Conference Room. 

➢ Covid Lateral Testing at the Morgan Centre for several months up to June. 

 

Throughout the year we have been very prudent and focussed on best Value for Money. The 

responsibility for maintaining the Napier Road Toilets was ceased due BFC not providing the 

necessary support, thereby saving CPC £15k/annum.  
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We have also assisted, where we can, to minimise pressures on our debtors by giving flexible 

payment arrangements and continuing to pay our bills promptly. The nett effect of all these 

measures has resulted in a modest Precept increase of £2 on a Band D property. 

 

• Promotion of the High Street 

CPC see their role as being a community leader working with local businesses and 

organisations. Throughout the pandemic CPC has worked with the Churches Together in 

Crowthorne, Traders and BFC to assist wherever possible. 

Apart from all the Covid measures, CPC have cooperated with the traders to promote 

Crowthorne’s businesses using social media, website posts, public media, signage, leaflets 

and supporting events. 

We are now putting together, for BFC, a list of High Street enhancements, including event road 

closures funding and banner advertising; to take advantage of a Government ‘back to 

business’ grant scheme. 

After many years of effort by the Post Office to replace the Dukes Ride facility, CPC managed 

to negotiate a weekly Outreach Post Office supported by Yateley PO. 

Sadly, Covid disrupted the running of this PO for several months. The good news is, that the 

Outreach PO will be back in the Parish Hall, Lower Conference Room on Wednesday, 21 April 

from 8.30am to 12.30pm and every Wednesday onwards. 

• New projects: 

During last year we have employed a (part time) Projects Officer, Marianna Pentek, to manage 

a range of significant initiatives funded by the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which 

applies to all new planning applications. Since 2015, we have received £450k CIL, of which 

£150k to date has been mainly spent on the refurbishment of the Morgan Centre, leaving 

£300k for future projects.  

 

The 3 major projects currently being evaluated are: 

➢ The Morgan Centre Carpark refurbishment, CCTV improvements at the Morgan and Parish 

Hall sites plus some additional security features. 

➢ A Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) on the netball site in the Morgan Recreation Ground. 

This project has been delayed by BFC due to a periodic flooding problem in Wellington 

Road requiring a levelling tank under the netball area. It is hoped to start the MUGA project 

later this year. 

➢ Buckler’s Park has a wide range of new facilities, including a community centre -The Hub, 

tennis courts, allotments and orchards. CPC have been negotiating with BFC for several 

years to determine the feasibility and requirements for running these new facilities. 

Unfortunately, the pandemic has impacted progress on many fronts, including the change 

of management from Legal & General to Cala Homes. It is hoped that an affordable and 

viable partnership can be forged during this year. 

To date, this new project management role has proved to be successful.  

• Neighbourhood Plan (NP): 

The NP seeks to bring forward positive and sustainable development. There is a clear focus on 

safeguarding its attractive character. It proposes the establishment of a Green Infrastructure 

Network. Wherever practicable, proposals will contribute to, increase and enhance the natural 

environment, including tree management; cycle routes; new public rights of way and 

improvements in air quality. 
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Note, CPC gives very proactive support of Crowthorne Reduce Our Waste (C.R.O.W.) with 

their litter picking and reduced plastic usage initiatives, together with assisting “Litter Free” 

groups enabling “Litter Free Crowthorne” signage.  

 

To date, this NP has been underpinned by community support and engagement throughout. It 

will have a significant impact on future planning applications. 

 

On 6 May 2021 (after a 1yr Covid delay) residents of Crowthorne Parish will get their 

opportunity to vote on the key planning and environmental policies, contained in the NP, which 

is designed to protect Crowthorne Parish, ensuring it grows and develops in a positive, 

responsible and sustainable way. 

 

• Boundary Review: 

During the past year, the government lobbied all councils to review the number of Borough 

councillors and the areas they serve against a specific set of criteria.   CPC put forward their 

view for a single ward with 3 BFC Cllrs. The good news for Crowthorne Parish is that the new 

2023 Borough, Parish and Neighbourhood boundaries will be contained within a single ward, 

simplifying arrangements. 

 

• 3yr Strategy Plan 2021-2024 

The Three-Year Strategy Plan is a statement of the CPC vision for our Parish; its purpose, 

values, objectives and key priorities. The aim of the Plan is to give Crowthorne’s residents an 

understanding of what the Parish Council is trying to achieve and how it intends to deliver over 

the next three years - reflecting the community’s views and aspirations. 

 

The vision of CPC is to maintain and enhance the character and identity of the village and its 

green spaces, ensuring that it remains a vibrant community and desirable place to live and work. 

Currently CPC is evaluating play area maintenance/improvements for youth, tree and path 

maintenance, Walter Recreation Ground /Circle Hill enhancements (working with WWPC), 

designated wildflower areas and Hedgehog Highways. 

The Circle Hill / Walter Recreation Ground areas have been entered into this year’s Parishes in 

Bloom competition. 

To steer the new NP, a community questionnaire will be launched later this year, which we 

would strongly request that residents and businesses complete. It will be available on-line or as 

hard copy. 

 

• Security and vandalism: 

Sadly, throughout the year there have been incidents of serious ASB and vandalism at all sites 

and buildings. Throughout this period CPC has kept close contact with both the police and, 

where relevant, with local schools.  

 

At the Morgan site, there has been broken glass/litter on the field, damage to the building 

shutters and the public toilets, further damage to the car park barrier, which now must be totally 

replaced with a vandal-proof version. Also, the Parish Hall has suffered building damage by 

youth congregating in the lower porch area.  

As a result, the CCTV system has been enhanced at the Morgan site and introduced to the 

Parish Hall site, which will also have shutters to stop access to the lower porch area and down 

the other side of the building. This work should be completed by the end of the week. 
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We have now decided to re-establish a Neighbourhood Action Group covering both the CPC 

and WWPC areas coordinating with the police. 

• Road safety: 

CPC lobbied for a zebra crossing in Church Street, near the High Street to allow safer passage 

to young and old alike. This project is currently underway and should be completed in a couple 

of weeks. 

 

The children at the CofE school in Dukes Ride lobbied the council to provide a zebra crossing 

outside the school gates. This subject has been in discussion for a long time, but the impact of 

Covid and walking to school has raised the urgency. BFC has incorporated this project into the 

2021/22 budget. 

Speed checks are now being carried out in Old Wokingham Road (and hopefully Brookers 

Row) after residents’ raised concerns of “perceived” speeding. 

• Community Grants: 

This year CPC has allocated funds from the Grants budget.  

➢ 23 organisations/groups were awarded a total of £11,850. 

➢ The balance of £6,640 has been carried forward to enable CPC to give further grants 

during this financial year, if requested and appropriate. 

 

• Council Networking: 

➢ CPC has established many links throughout the community to ensure general awareness, 
comparing challenges and obtaining assistance. Much of this networking has happened 
through the close liaison between all Town and Parish Clerks. Local government 
organisations such a Hampshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) and BFC/WBC are 
also consulted. 

➢ CPC and WWPC hold periodic liaison meetings to discuss challenges of mutual interest 
across the whole of Crowthorne. 

➢ Led the series of Have Your Say meetings for CPC/WWPC residents  
 

• Planning 

➢ Processed 84 planning applications last year. 

➢ Stakeholder involvement with Buckler’s Park and Broadmoor Developments. 

➢ Close liaison with Crowthorne Village Action Group (CVAG). 

➢ Membership of the North Downs Line Steering Group dealing with any proposed 

enhancements to Crowthorne Station. 

 

• 6 May 2021 Events: 

➢ BFC/CPC area - Election of the Police Commissioner only plus the NP public consultation 

➢ WBC/WWPC area - Election of the Police Commissioner and WBC Cllr election. There are 

no WWPC elections. 

 

• Thanks: 

➢ To the Clerk and her team for all their efforts through an incredibly challenging year with 

Covid restrictions, ASB, impacts on bookings and generating initiatives to utilise all the 

facilities helping with lost income.  

➢ To my fellow Councillors who have cooperated throughout. 

➢ To all those councils, organisations, businesses, police and residents who have helped 

make this past year easier to manage. 

 

Cllr Bob Wade, CPC Chairman 


