
 

Annual Parish Meeting 13.4.21 1  

 

CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD REMOTELY ON MS TEAMS ON 

TUESDAY 13 APRIL 2021 AT 7.30PM 

________________________________________________________________________  

 

Present: Cllr R Wade– in the Chair 

 Cllr S Butterworth  

 Cllr N Kilvert  

 Cllr B McKenzie-Boyle  

 Cllr Mrs T McKenzie-Boyle  

 Cllr R Price  

 Cllr Mrs G Robertson  

 Cllr N Robertson    

 Cllr S Sever 

 Cllr C Thompson  

  

 Mrs M Pentek – Project Officer  

 Mrs J Robertson - Assistant Clerk  

 Mrs M Saville - Clerk  

24 members of the public 

   

Apologies: None 

 

A minute’s silence was held in honour of His Royal Highness Prince Philip, The Duke of  

Edinburgh who had sadly passed away on Friday 16 April 2021.   
 

Chairman’s Statement: We join with the rest of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth in 

mourning the loss of His Royal Highness Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh, and give thanks 

to God for his extraordinary life of dedicated service. He continually demonstrated his unfailing 

support and unstinting loyalty to Her Majesty, The Queen for 73 years. He consistently put the 

interests of others ahead of his own. 

    

1 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19 March 2019, as circulated, were 

taken as read, confirmed and signed by the Chairman.  No Annual Parish Meeting had 

been held in 2020 due to the Covid pandemic. 

 

2 CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 

The Chairman welcomed all members of the public, guest speakers and the Mayor of the 

Borough of Bracknell Forest, Cllr Ash Merry. 

  

The Chairman gave an outline of activities which had taken place during his past year as 

Chairman, as the attached report shows.   

 

3 GUEST SPEAKER: 

➢ Vanessa Lee (Head of Property and Major Transactions) Broadmoor Redevelopment 

Team and Leeanne McGee (Executive Director High Secure and Forensic Services) West 

London NHS Trust 

Vanessa Lee and Leeanne McGee spoke about the ongoing Broadmoor Hospital 

development, future plans for housing and other development at the site.   
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The new hospital buildings had been completed and handed over to the Trust in April 

2019 followed by patients and staff moving into the new hospital in December 2019, just 

before the Covid 19 pandemic became widespread.  This has resulted in the patients and 

staff not being able to fully appreciate the new facilities due to infection control 

procedures in place, thereby making it difficult to evaluate how successful the new 

facilities have been for the patients.  Work in de-commissioning the old hospital estate 

has continued throughout the pandemic but delays to the schedule have been suffered.     

 

Construction is now scheduled for a new horticultural area, external games area, central 

garden, secure perimeter, staff and visitor car park, external landscaping and the Joshua 

Jebb Way has been brought into use for all vehicle access to the new hospital.  Project 

completion is scheduled for September 2022.  

 

With regards to land sales on the old site, the main issue is the proximity of the listed 

buildings to the 400m zone of the SPA.  Until a suitable alternative use can be found for 

the listed buildings, little can be done with the rest of site.  The entire site is also subject 

to an environmental impact assessment, thereby making it very difficult to portion up the 

site.  However, all options are being investigated for the potential sustainable future use 

of the buldings/site, ie a possible hotel or leisure facilities or a mix of residential and 

commercial use.  Progress on this has been curtailed during the Covid pandemic. 

 

An invitation to visit the new hospital was extended to CPC members with an option to 

convene a stakeholders’ meeting at the same time. 

 

4 GUEST SPEAKER: 

➢ Stuart Matthews, Headteacher Edgbarrow School - school building development, plans 

for the school field and learing during a global pandemic 

Stuart Matthews thanked the Crowthorne Educational Charity trustees for their generosity 

during the Covid pandemic.  School finances have been hit particularly hard during the 

pandemic due to the loss of income from lettings. 

 

In the past year good progress has been made on the redevelopment of the 23 classroom 

block and work remains on schedule with completion due in early September 2021. 

Although the build is funded by the DfE, the internal fixtures and fittings, including IT, is 

down to the school to finance.  Slides were shown detailing the layout of the classrooms, 

which will provide a much better studying environment for the students.  The removal of 

the old block will take place during the summer holidays.  It is hoped to retain the 

temporary car park as a permanent parking facility which will in turn alleviate parking 

issues on local roads.   

 

The refurbishment of the school playing field unfortunately is unlikely to go ahead as the 

opportunity to obtain free soil, using the EA permitting procedure, from a development site 

in Arborfield, has been lost.  Due to recent changes in the EA permit system, a financial 

test is now required which the scheme would unfortunately fail as there would be 

insufficient income from the pitches to pay for the works.  Other options are being 

explored but this is proving difficult as the quantities of soil required do not appear to be 

available locally. 

 

Stuart Matthews outlined how online education during the lockdown periods took place 

and how the school adapted and improved its provision as time went on.  Fifty students 

were on site during this period and over 60 laptops were issued to support home learning 

for those students most in need.  Significant upgrades were necessary to the IT 

infrastructure in order to cope with the additional demand on the network.  Events such as 
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parents’ evenings, options evening and open evening were all moved online in order for 

them to still take place but in a Covid secure way.  Covid testing is now completed at home 

by students.  The school is oversubscribed for September with 100 on the waiting list.  The 

focus for this term is currently on the teacher assessed grades for the GCSE and A Level 

years.  Current assessment data does not show a significant gap in educational attainment 

for most pupils, but it is anticipated that there will be gaps in personal, social and 

emotional well-being needs which are equally as important to focus on. 

 

5 GUEST SPEAKER: 

➢ Andrew Holley, Crowthorne Village Action Group (CVAG) – Crowthorne 

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum 

Andrew Holley explained that a Neighbourhood Plan was an opportunity for local people 

to plan for the future of their neighbourhood in a sustainable and fair way and if approved 

the plan would become a material consideration for planning applications.  The 

Crowthorne Neighbourhood Plan had been worked on over the past few years with input 

from residents, traders and CVAG and is now being put forward for adoption in the form 

of a Referendum on 6 May 2021. 

 

The key objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan are: 

• To promote high quality design and ensure the design of new development contributes 

positively to the visual heritage and landscape character of the local surroundings.  

• To sustain the range of shops and businesses that are essential to the local area. 

• To encourage walking, cycling and the use of public transport in and around the parish 

to better manage the harmful effects of road traffic. 

• To maintain and enhance the quality and abundance of environmental assets and ensure 

there are no significant effects on the Thames Basin Heath SPA. 

 

Meeting participants were encouraged to vote in favour of adopting the Crowthorne 

Neighbourhood Plan at their usual polling station on Thursday 6 May 2021.  The plan will 

be adopted if more than 50% of voters vote in favour.  

 

All those who were involved in writing the Crowthorne Neighbourhood Plan were thanked 

for their input and hard work.    

 

6 GUEST SPEAKER: 

➢ Mayor of the Borough of Bracknell Forest Cllr Ash Merry 

The Mayor thanked all the guest speakers for their presentations and thanked the Chairman 

for his comprehensive annual report.  Cllr Merry went on the thank CPC members for all 

their hard work over this past challenging and difficult year.  Condolences were also 

extended to Her Majesty The Queen on the recent loss of her husband Prince Philip. 

 

The Mayor stated that donations were welcome for her 2 charities, British Forces 

Foundation and SSAFA Berkshire, details of which are available on the Mayor’s online 

page. 

 

The Chairman concluded the meeting by thanking the guest speakers and also his fellow 

Councillors for their hard work over the past challenging year. 

 

 Meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 

 Signed …………….……………….…………. 

 

 Dated …………………….……….………….. 


