
Crowthorne Stakeholder Meeting 07/03/18 – Minutes 

Location: Crowthorne Parish Hall – RG45 7BN, 48 Heath Hill Rd South, Crowthorne, Bracknell Forest  

Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm  

Attendees:  

Cllr David Sleight – Wokingham Without Ward 

(WBC) 

Cllr Jim Finnie – Crowthorne Ward (BFC) 

Cllr Bruce McKenzie Boyle – Crowthorne Parish 

Council 

Cllr Janet Rogers – Wokingham Without Parish 

Council 

Cllr Bob Wade – Crowthorne Parish Council Cllr Richard Price – Crowthorne Parish Council 

Carole Doran – CVAG Andy Holley – CVAG   

John McNab – CVAG Justin Thomson – Macgregor Smith 

John Allan – Legal land General Richard Hesketh - Quod 

Andrew Dicker – Legal and General Beth Park - Quatro 

Mandy Renshaw – Macgregor Smith Gerald Cooper – Crowthorne Horticultural 

Society 

  

Apologies: Simon Cooper, Liam Ronan, Matt Russell, Ian Haggerty, Chris Hutchinson, Helen Cooke, David 

Hare, John Baster, Rev Martin Caesar, Ken Newland 

 

Minutes 

1.1 The meeting began with introductions, followed by an update from Justin Thomson on the 
progression of the SANG. Justin explained that the site has been very wet recently and there has 
been lots of earth moving. He noted that good progress had been made, with two-thirds of the 
planting groundwork complete. Seeding will take place in the summer/autumn and ponds and 
deck features will be introduced. 
 

1.2 Justin then showed plans of Phase 1 of the development and the brook corridor, which runs 
along the northern boundary of the Phase 1 site. He also discussed proposals for Phase 2 and 
the forest area at the entrance to Crowthorne. He explained that there is a neighbourhood 
glade proposed at the centre to diversify the landscape. 
 

1.3 Cllr Bruce McKenzie Boyle asked where there would be planting adjacent to Old Wokingham 
Road. Justin showed the area that would be planted in Hatch Green. 
 



1.4 Justin added that his team are trying to replant trees down Access B to the SANG area. 
Unfortunately, there has been a slight delay due to a risk assessment that needs to be 
completed. It is now due for completion at the end of March. 
 

1.5 Cllr Richard Price asked how many houses will be delivered in Phase 2 because the Parish 
Council will need to be aware in order to calculate its precept. Andrew Dicker responded that 
there are 199 houses proposed but this may slightly reduce following discussions with BFC.  
 

1.6 Cllr Price asked what house types will be delivered in Phase 2. John Allan explained that Phase 1 
is made up predominantly of 3-bed homes and Phase 2 will predominantly be 1- and 2-bed 
homes. The most popular house types amongst buyers thus far has been the 1 and 2-bed 
homes. 
 

1.7 Cllr Price asked when people will move into the first houses on site. John Allan said that legal 
completions are expected in June but beforehand the show homes need to be completed and 
the site will need to be prepared accordingly to welcome new residents. 
 

1.8 Gerald Cooper asked what soil types there are in the area. Justin explained that there are a 
variety, including natural clay sub-soil, some of which have a neutral pH and so are being used in 
the central area to create neutral pH grasslands; this is better for the ecology than acidic 
grasslands. Gerald also asked if the topsoils are being imported. Justin said that some does need 
to be imported to the site because the topsoil available on site is a finite resource.  Andrew 
Dicker explained that L&G had bought surplus topsoil from Bewley Homes and its site on Old 
Wokingham Road. 

 
1.9 Gerald asked how big the homes’ gardens are. Andrew Dicker said they are 8-10m deep. Justin 

explained that introducing bigger gardens would be an inefficient use of brownfield land, which 
is in short supply.  
 

1.10 Cllr Price said that the TRL office is exposed and asked when trees will be replanted. Justin said 
that new trees are being replanted although time does need to be allowed for the trees to 
mature. 
 

1.11 Carole Doran asked whether daffodils are being planted. Justin confirmed that daffodils and 
snowdrops are being planted in the Hatch Green area. He also explained that any new trees 
being replanted will take some time to grow. 
 

1.12 Richard Hesketh provided an update on the Phase 2 Reserved Matters application, explaining 
that Legal & General are currently going through BFC’s comments on this. Andy said that the 
next application will likely be for the community centre, once the Phase 2 reserved matters 
application has been approved. 
 

1.13 Andy Holley asked whether the retail section is going to be part of Phase 2, as there was some 
confusion over this. Andrew explained that it is but it didn’t feature in the plans shown earlier in 



the meeting because it isn’t within the boundary of the current Phase 2 reserved matters 
application although some illustrative is included in the application. 
 

1.14 Andrew explained that there has been interest in the retail unit at the entrance to the site from 
Londis and Co-op. Hall & Wood who run gastropubs locally are also interested and this would 
result in a change of use from A2 to A3 (food and drink). They would wish to be welcoming to 
the local community, such as by hosting coffee mornings for local mums. 
 

1.15 Cllr McKenzie Boyle asked how a gastropub would fit in with the other commercial units, which 
are intended for retail. John said that this is something they are considering and they have not 
made a decision yet. 
 

1.16 Cllr Janet Rogers raised the point that if the gastropub was attractive to local community groups, 
this may make the community hub on the site unviable. Cllr McKenzie Boyle responded saying 
that he thinks Hall & Wood are more focused on selling the Sunday lunch aspect. Andrew 
agreed. 
 

1.17 Cllr Price enquired as to whether the retail section could be moved to the centre of the site, 
away from the entrance. Cllr McKenzie Boyle commented that the potential retailers on the site 
would probably rather keep the retail units at the entrance where people can see their stores.  
 

1.18 Cllr Price asked if a request had come in for a doctors’ surgery. Carole responded saying that this 
will be a long, complex process. Andrew and John agreed with Carole and said they understand 
there is demand for this and are exploring various avenues. 
 

1.19 Andrew then provided a highways update, explaining that the Pinewood roundabout will be 
tarmacked over the course of 5 nights in March. The SANG access will be tarmacked in April. 
There is also a scar in the road at the Bracknell roundabout that needs to be dealt with but 
approval hasn’t been given yet. A footpath will run from this point to the site entrance. 
 

1.20 Andrew said that Thames Water are finalising their design for the drainage works which will 
start during the third week in June and will run for 16 weeks. Service connections have also been 
made and 6 BT networks are going in, however, the site itself is self-sufficient. Cllr Price asked 
whether Virgin Media have been chosen as the network on the site, but Andrew said they have 
gone for a provider with more options, as Virgin Media is a closed network. 
 

1.21 Cllr Rogers asked where the telephone substation would be located and Andrew said that he 
didn’t know. She also asked what the dialling code for the new homes will be and Andrew 
confirmed it is expected to be 01344. 
 

1.22 Andrew gave a further update on the community centre. He reviewed the notes of a recent 
meeting on this, where they discussed where to put the café. Cllr Price asked what the roof 



would be like and Andrew said they are considering 6 options. Cllr Price then asked when the 
community centre will be built and Andrew said it would take 9-12 months. Cllrs Wade and Price 
both raised the issue of Parish Council funding of the centre and Andy clarified Legal & General 
want to explore options on this. 
 

1.23 Gerald asked if the buildings on site would have solar capability. Andrew said they are complying 
with policy which is 10%. He feels it will be best used on commercial buildings such as the 
community centre, shops and school.  
 

1.24 Gerald asked when the primary school will be built. Andrew said that this will be when there are 
enough pupils for 4 classes (i.e. 120 pupils in total) (September 2022). Cllr Price then 
commented that the secondary school that serves the site will be East Hampstead Park, which 
may mark a divide between the young people living in Crowthorne village and on the 
development, as they will go to different schools.  
 

1.25 Cllr McKenzie Boyle returned to the topic of landscaping. He asked how much topsoil is 
imported, as the Edgebarrow school site is going to be importing lots and this is likely to have a 
traffic impact. Andrew explained that he did not have such figures.  
 

1.26 Cllr Wade asked how people will access the school. This will be from a footpath at the top corner 
of the site.  
 

1.27 Cllr Wade said the local Scouts group need a facility and asked whether the SANG area is under 
the control of BFC, as the Scouts would like to have a hut and parking in the SANG. Andrew said 
that Legal & General currently control the SANG but eventually it will be under the control of 
BFC. He added that a planning application would have to be made to fulfil the Scouts’ wishes 
and this may not meet the requirements of SANG policy. 
 

1.28 John thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. At this point, he also suggested 
that the next meeting could be hosted at the Visitors Centre on the site. Additionally, he 
reminded the group that the Social Value Portal are appointing a Community Co-ordinator to 
liaise between Legal & General and local residents.  


