
Crowthorne Stakeholder Meeting 16/08/17 – Minutes 

Location: Crowthorne Parish Hall – RG45 7BN, 48 Heath Hill Rd South, Crowthorne, Bracknell 

Forest  

Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm  

Attendees:  

Cllr David Sleight – Wokingham Without 

Ward (WBC) 

Cllr Janet Rogers – Wokingham Without 

Parish Council 

Cllr Jim Finnie – Crowthorne Ward (BFC) and 

Crowthorne Parish Council 

Cllr Bob Wade – Crowthorne Ward (BFC) and 

Crowthorne Parish Council 

John Allan – Legal and General Andrew Dicker – Legal and General 

Liam Ronan – Quatro Beth Park – Quatro 

Matt Russell – Vectos Helen Cooke – Stride Treglown 

Carole Doran – CVAG Richard Hesketh – Quod 

Andy Holley – CVAG  Justin Thomson – Macgregor Smith 

John McNabb - CVAG  

 

Apologies: Cllr Pauline Helliar-Symons, Cllr Ken Newland, Chris Hutchinson, David Hare, Reverend 

Martin Ceaser, John Baster, Cllr Bruce McKenzie-Boyle 

 

Minutes: 

 
1.1 The meeting began with an introduction followed by a planning application update. Andrew 

Dicker explained that Legal and General has 4 applications being reported to the BFC Planning 

Committee meeting on Thursday 17th August: the Phase 1 housing reserved matters, the 

temporary marketing suite, the temporary signage and the removal of trees. 

 

1.2 Andrew Dicker noted that off-site works such as drainage had started on Old Wokingham 

Road/Nine Mile Ride roundabout, which have been approved by Thames Water and Bracknell 

Highways. He explained the off-site highway works are also under way and this work is to be 

done in several phases to minimise any traffic issues. Further, the proposal for the Old 

Wokingham Road/Bracknell Road roundabout has been submitted to Highways for technical 

approval.  Andrew Dicker explained that Legal and General is seeking to phase works so that they 



coincide with other necessary works being undertaken by statutory undertakers such as SSE and 

Virgin. 

 

 

1.3 Andrew Dicker gave an update Phase 2 and noted that one workshop has taken place with the 

planning, urban design and highways officers at Bracknell Forest Council (BFC) to discuss the 

overall concept. Formal pre-application meetings are expected to be held in September.  

 

1.4 Andrew Dicker gave an update on the approved SANG (Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace) 

works, which are now out to tender and are expected to start on site in September. 

 

Cllr Janet Rogers asked whether any further trees were going to be removed. Andrew Dicker 

explained that this is being managed with BFC and the removal of trees is not undertaken unless 

BFC has approved it.  

 

Andy Holley described the concerns detailed within the objections that CVAG have submitted 

regarding tree removal. The primary concern was that tree removal would result in homes built 

in close proximity to the road. Andrew Dicker reassured the stakeholders that no further trees, 

over and above those consented by the planning approvals, would be removed and said that the 

10m landscape buffer between the homes and the road remains in place.  

 

John Allan expressed disappointment that such concerns weren’t raised with him directly before 

the objection was made. He noted that great consideration has been made to residents’ concerns 

and said that he would be happy to take phone calls on such matters in future. Richard Hesketh 

and Andrew Dicker reiterated this point and Liam Ronan asked them to clarify this to their 

networks. Liam added that Quatro can also be contacted to ensure any questions or concerns are 

passed on to the appropriate members of the project team to respond.  

 

1.5 Carole Doran raised concerns about the design of the marketing suite, saying that she feels it is 

not in keeping with the village. Andrew Dicker explained that the marketing suite has been 

designed in such a way that it will enable Legal and General to manage the home purchasing 

experience in a proper way. John Allan added that the design is a matter of personal taste and 

gave further details of the marketing suite’s proposed features, such as touch screens, a 

children’s area and a concierge service. 

 

Cllr David Sleight asked whether the marketing suite is temporary. Richard Hesketh responded by 

saying that he expected there will be a condition limiting the time-period that the marketing 

suite can remain on site to 5 years.  

 

1.6 Carole Doran asked how many flags there would be on the site. Andrew Dicker explained that 

they had initially asked for 18 but have agreed that there will be 7. Richard Hesketh gave further 

details on flags and signage, explaining that proposals for 7 directional signs, 18 hoardings and 7 

flags would be considered at Planning Committee on 17/08/17. He added that they have 



complied with BFC officers requests on this and made substantial revisions to the application in 

response to the objections received by BFC.  

 

1.7 Matt Russell added to Andrew Dicker’s update on highways. He reiterated that the necessary 

highway works had received technical approval from BFC Highways. The works have been 

scheduled and statutory approvals have been/will be obtained from BFC.  

 

1.8 Justin Thomson gave information on the access roads that will be created, storm water flooding 

features and landscaping. He discussed plans for seeding, deck features in the SANG area, earth 

works, planting (taking place October to March) and top-soiling. Deer guards will also be used to 

stop deer from eating the plants.  

 

Further, he explained that soils stripped from the tree felling area will be spread around the small 

roads in the middle of the site. Some original features of the TRL test-track will also be kept in 

place for people to discover the site’s heritage. 

 

1.9 Carole Doran asked if there would be an opportunity for current Crowthorne residents to visit the 

site. Andrew Dicker said that this could be facilitated in due course once Legal and General have 

progressed works and the site is more accessible (potentially via a 4WD vehicle). 

 

1.10 Helen Cooke presented the latest drawings of the school. She showed the attendees the public 

plaza between the school and houses, the nursery, the 1 storey classroom wing for KS1, and the 2 

storey classroom wing for KS2. She also explained that the school hall could be made available for 

community use because it has been designed to meet the necessary requirements.  

 

Further details included a smaller entrance plaza in front of the nursery, sports facilities, a staff 

room appropriate for three form entry (in case of expansion) and a cross-shaped feature window 

facing the public plaza at the request of the school, to reflect its faith school status.  

 

Andrew Dicker explained that BFC had advised that enough pupils for 3 classrooms would be 

needed to open the school and thus it cannot be opened until a certain number of people are 

living on site. He said that works are due to start in July 2018 and the school is scheduled to open 

in September 2019, in accordance with BFC Education’s requirements.  

 

The stakeholders asked whether the school could be used by the wider community. Andrew 

Dicker responded by saying that the school is designed for community use but the decision 

ultimately lies with the team running the school. 

 

Justin Thomson said that the public open space around the school and drop-off area would be 

included in the planning application.  

 

Helen Cooke also explained that the proposals have been presented to the school’s governors 

who are very supportive. 

 



1.11 Andy Holley raised concerns over a bus stop situated on Old Wokingham Road near to the Nine 

Mile Ride roundabout and asked who he could speak to about this. Matt Russell explained that 

the outline planning included existing bus stops and that this was one of them. 

Post-script: The location Andy was referring to is the existing location of the bus stop in that area. 

As part of the off-site highway mitigation measures, the southbound bus stop is being relocated 

further south away from the junction. The relocation also includes the provision of a new 

pedestrian refuge island to enable pedestrians to access the footway on the opposite side of 

OWR.  He also explained that lay-bys are no longer required for bus stops since they tend to 

delay journey times since buses are delayed when trying to re-enter the traffic flow.  

 

1.12 The stakeholders asked what the plans were for putting tennis courts on the site. Justin 

Thomson showed where they were to be situated, close to the central area.   

The meeting closed at 3pm. 

 

 


