
Crowthorne Stakeholder Meeting 30/11/17 – Minutes 

Location: Crowthorne Parish Hall – RG45 7BN, 48 Heath Hill Rd South, Crowthorne, Bracknell Forest  

Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm  

Expected Attendees:  

Cllr Richard Price – Crowthorne Parish Council Cllr Janet Rogers – Wokingham Without Parish 

Council 

Cllr Bruce McKenzie Boyle – Crowthorne Parish 

Council 

Cllr Ken Newland – Wokingham Without Parish 

Council 

Andy Holley - CVAG  John McNab – CVAG 

John Baster - CVAG Carole Doran – CVAG 

Reverend Martin Ceaser – Crowthorne Church 

Representative 

Helen Cooke – Stride Treglown 

Justin Thomson – Macgregor Smith Andrew Dicker – Legal and General 

Mike Rogers – Vectos  John Allan – Legal and General 

Richard Hesketh - Quod Beth Park – Quatro 

  

 

 

Apologies: Simon Cooper, David Hare, Cllr David Sleight, Cllr Pauline Helliar-Symons, Cllr Angus Ross, 

Chris Hutchinson, Liam Ronan, Matt Russell, Cllr Bob Wade, Cllr Jim Finnie 

Minutes 

1.1 The meeting began with an introduction followed by an update from Legal and General. John Allan 

thanked the CVAG representatives for retracting their objection to the previous planning application 

and apologised for recent shortcomings in communications with local residents. He explained that, 

in order to improve this, Legal and General would issue a biweekly update offering information 

about current and upcoming works. It will be sent out from the 8th December via Beth Park to CVAG 

members, who have offered to share it on the We Love Crowthorne Village Facebook page. 

 

1.2 Andrew Dicker gave planning application updates on the Reserved Matters application for Phase 2 

of the development, which runs past Old Wokingham Road until around two-thirds of the way up to 

Nine Mile Ride. He explained that Legal and General are currently in discussions with Bracknell 

Forest Council about the design and mix of the buildings. He also showed the group where on the 

map of the development Phase 2 is located and made reference to the retail/commercial element 

opposite Hatch Ride.  

 



1.3 Andrew Dicker gave an update on the neighbourhood centre, explaining that Legal and General are 

in discussions with Bracknell Forest Council about this. Cllr Richard Price asked if an A4 plan of this 

could be provided and Andrew Dicker noted that it would be most helpful to refer to the approved 

masterplan.  

 

1.4 Andrew Dicker gave an update on the school and noted that four classrooms would be required to 
open. He explained that Legal and General are currently in discussions with the school team 
regarding numbers of pupils and the opening date – Legal and General had planned to open the 
school in September 2019, however, the school team are saying it will open in September 2022.  
 
Cllr Bruce McKenzie Boyle asked where the school children moving into the houses on the site will 
go to school before September 2022. Andrew Dicker reiterated that he is still in discussions with the 
school team about the opening date.  
 
Cllr Price asked who would manage changing facilities and sports pitches at the school and whether 
they would be made available to the community. Andrew Dicker said that the school would manage 
these facilities but that they would be likely to want to make them publicly available outside of 
school hours.  

 

1.5 Andrew Dicker noted that building for Phase 1 had begun on site and that street names had been 
accepted and registered. 
 

1.6 Justin Thomson gave an update on the SANG, which is being prepared for next summer. He noted 
that the trees that will be planted had all been secured and sourced a from a high-quality provider in 
Norfolk. Topsoiling is also taking place for seeding in the New Year. 

 

Cllr McKenzie Boyle asked whether there would be deer guards in the SANG and Justin confirmed 
that there would be.  
 
Cllr Price asked how many of the ponds would be permanent. Justin explained the main pond is 
noted on the plans as a fire pond; located close to the Bracknell Road in an area previously used by 
TRL as a dry balancing pond for storm water. This is designed to be a large pond which will be easily 
accessible for fire crews. He also showed the attendees the locations of the other smaller ponds on 
the map of the development (including a pond next to the Old Wokingham Road, near the back of 
Brookers Row and other smaller ponds/wetlands in the middle of the site). 
 
Justin noted that a mound is being created close to Bracknell Road to minimise noise. Carole Doran 
asked if members of CVAG could be allowed to see it, however, Andrew Dicker confirmed that it is 
currently too dangerous to do so. 
 
Cllr Ken Newland enquired about the replanting of trees. Andrew recognised that only a few trees 
have been replanted at present but this will happen in due course. Justin then gave an explanation 
of the replanting process.  
 
Cllr McKenzie Boyle asked about the cycle way and how it will link the site to the rest of Crowthorne. 
Justin explained that it runs south from the sales suite down to the southern end of the 
development, past the SANG and then down to the OWR/ Bracknell Road roundabout.    



 
John McNab asked for clarification about the location of the cycle route and Mike Rogers showed 
the attendees the route on the map of the plans. This led to a discussion on concerns about road 
safety on Upper Broadmooor Rd. Cllr Newland said that this concern had been raised in the planning 
process and that it was considered that there should be a pedestrian crossing there. 
 
Cllr Price asked whether there was easy access from the SANG to the neighbourhood hub. Andrew 
Dicker and Justin Thomson clarified that there would be and referred to the map of the 
development.  
 
Cllr Newland asked whether the Pinewood area would be linked to the site via cycle route and Justin 
Thomson referred to the map again, showing the cycle route as running within the site boundary 
from the area of the sales suite (close to Hatch Ride) up to the Nine Mile Ride junction to provide a 
route up towards the Pinewood Centre.  John McNab asked whether the section of footpath by 
Pinewood would be improved during these works and Mike Rogers confirmed that it would be. 

 

1.7 Mike Rogers gave an update on highways works. He explained that drainage into the site had 
progressed, Access B was being surfaced and the toucan crossing is being programmed.  
 
Mike acknowledged the email received before the meeting, which had been sent by Janet Rogers 
and had outlined residents’ concerns about the roads. He addressed the comment that residents 
were unhappy about the road surface north of Nine Mile Ride and confirmed that resurfacing will 
take place on the 19th and 20th December, subject to approval by BFC.  
 
Mike commented on residents’ concerns about lighting on the roads. He said that not much can be 
done about this and that if the problem persists then residents may have to approach BFC to 
address this. However, he reassured the attendees that lighting is comprehensively reviewed and 
that new LED lights will be installed soon. 
 
Mike commented on further concerns about the ditches on the East side of Old Wokingham Road. 
He explained that they are working with BFC and Wokingham Council to improve them and that 
extra trees will be planted to aid drainage.  
 
Mike also addressed concerns about cleanliness on the roads and confirmed that site vehicles would 
be subject to extra wheel washes. However, he also said that from his observations he considered 
the road to already be quite clean. 
 

1.8 John McNab enquired about the use of the depot. Andrew Dicker said that it cannot have a 
residential use and the wish is that it will be of benefit to the community.  
  

1.9 Andy Holley asked whether sprinklers would be fitted in the houses on site, as this had been 
recommended by the fire service during the initial planning application consultation. John Allan said 
that the houses will comply with building regulations but are unlikely to go beyond this to include 
sprinklers. He explained that they are generally not appropriate for houses as they can be easily set 
off and may damage furniture.  

 



Justin Thomson commented that firefighting lines have been planned in the SANG to help mitigate 
the potential of wildfire. He explained that a fire response plan for the SANG had been written into 
the management plans for the area. 

 

1.10 John Allan acknowledged that there needs to be a better programme to show the planning 
documents to local residents and he said he would like to get CVAG involved in future.  


