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         CROWTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Former TRL Community Hub Working Group Meeting 
 

Wednesday 17th January 2018 @ 1930hrs 
 

Minutes 
 

         
Bruce McKenzie-Boyle opened the meeting by welcoming the attendees and asked if 
anyone had any apologies from other invitees. 
 
Apologies were received from: Rev Martin Ceaser– Baptist Church; Carole Doran – 
CVAG; John McNab – CVAG; Rev Andrew Marsden – St Sebastian’s Church; Simon 
Butterworth – CPC; Tina McKenzie-Boyle - CPC; Matt Lunn – BFC. 
 
Attendees: 
 
WWPC (Wokingham Without Parish Council) 
Ken Newland (KN) 
Janet Rogers (JR) 
 
CPC (Crowthorne Parish Council) 
Richard Price (RP) 
Bruce McKenzie-Boyle (BMB) – Permanent Chair 
 
BFC (Bracknell Forest Council) 
Lesley Doyle (LD) 
 
The minutes from the meeting held on Tuesday 24th October at the Parish Hall were 
agreed as a accurate record. 
 
Discussion followed over the revised design received from Helen Cooke of Stride 
Treglown. BMB also added some suggestions that he had received from some of 
those who had sent apologies. 
 
Carole Doran had suggested that it would be good to have a sprung floor, which has 
been adopted by a number of new Community Centres. 
 
Matt Lunn thought that an iconic tree such as an English Oak or a London Plane 
would look exceptionally good by the entrance. 
 
After a long and exhaustive discussion around the new design, the general 
consensus was that it was a big improvement on the previous iteration, but there 
were a number of thoughts about possible improvements. 
 

 We were concerned that the entrance was the other side of the building from the 
car park. We thought that rotating the design 90o would work better particularly with 
regard to being able to see the main entrance from the car park. This gives a good 
outside area for the café and it would still be possible to see the play area. (Please 
see attached for example) 
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 We were also concerned that the bin store was the other side of the building from 
the kitchen, and that rubbish would have to be taken round the outside of the 
building. 
 

 This then raised the issue of where the bib lorries would park when collecting 
rubbish, and whether we could design the bin store to be convenient for collection. 
Again, rotating the building so that the café was on the NW corner, the bin store 
could be on the north side, convenient for waste lorries passing on the main road. 
 
•    We would like to see two kitchens, one for the café which would need areas for 
food preparation and cooking, and a smaller one for use by hirers of the hall, more 
for serving cold food and Cold & hot drinks, possibly with some food heating 
capability. It is unlikely that, if we were to franchise out the Community Café, it is 
unlikely that the contractor would want user groups using the same kitchen. The 
currently designed kitchen could be split, ideally by also relocating the cleaning 
cupboard. 
 
•    We may like to use the nursery for other users in the evenings, but this will 
require more storage, which in turn will impact on the sizes of other spaces. 
 
•    We wonder if it might be useful for the nursery to be accessible from the main 
building. Again, this could cause issues with the other spaces. 
 

 We strongly feel that a pitched roof is a requirement, and given that, would it be 
possible to position the plant room in the roof area? This would free up some space 
to help with the two points above.  
 

 It would be desirable to have some sort of moveable stage for the hall. This would 
put more strain on storage but would be highly desirable. (There is such a stage at 
Easthampstead Conference Centre. 
 
•    We still need clarification from the police as to whether they need a stand-alone 
room as a police point. 
 
These were the main points that came out of our discussion. However, if you feel that 
I have missed something, please let me know. 
 

 
 


